ABM 7203: AGRICULTURAL POLICY ANALYSIS

INSTRUCTOR: DR. BERNARD BASHAASHA, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR


              (BSC (AGRIC), MSC (AGRIC. ECON.), M.A. (ECON.), PhD)

TEACHING ASSOCIATE: TO BE IDENTIFIED
COURSE TYPE: ELECTIVE (MASTER OF AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT)

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

COURSE CREDITS (CU) 5CU ie. 60 Contact Hours/Semester
Course Duration:   15 weeks (45 hours)
2. PREREQUISITES: A minimum of Intermediate Level Microeconomics,  Macroeconomics and Quantitative Methods.
COURSE BRIEF:

The course material will span the following broad issues: Agriculture and Policy, Approaches to Policy Analysis, Policy Reforms affecting Agriculture, Food Policy Analysis, Trade in Agricultural Commodities, Market Access, and Regional Integration, Science and Technology Policy in Agriculture, Role of Infrastructure and Rural Institutions, Policy and Political Economy.

3. COURSE OBJECTIVE

The overall purpose of the course is to impress upon learners that there are no simple policy prescriptions to solve the intractable problems facing sub-Saharan Africa’s process of agriculture based quest for economic development.  The course will familiarize learners with the current policy debates and policy making process relating to agriculture as well as linking policy research and policy making process and implementation.  To advance these objective, the course shall, whenever possible, focus on sub-Saharan African examples, illustrations, case studies and empirical results.

4. RECOMMENDED REFERENCES/READING MATERIALS
1. Maletnlema T.N., 1990. Food Nutrition and Health in Africa: The Role of Government PEW/CORNELL Lecture Series on Food and Nutrition Policy, CFNPP, Cornell University, October.

2. Per Pinstrup-Anderson, 1989.  Government Policy, Food Security and Nutrition in Sub-Saharan Africa, PEW/CORNELL Lecturer series on Food and Nutrition Policy CFNPP, Cornell University, October.

3. Ellis, F. 1992. Agricultural Policies in Developing countries: Cambridge University Press. Cambridge.

4. Delgado, C.L., and J. Mellor, 1984. “A Structural View of Policy Issues in African Agricultural Development”. American Journal of Agricultural Economics, Vol.66.

5. Stiglitz, J., 1987. “Some theoretical aspects of Agricultural policies”.  World Bank.

6. Tsakok, I. 1990. Agricultural Price Policy: A Practitioner’s guide to partial Equilibrium Analysis.  Cornell University Press: Ithaca.

7. FAO. Materials for Training in Agricultural planning.  No 31., 1992.  Agricultural Price Policy: Government and the Market, FAO, Rome.

8. Monke, E., and Rearson, S.R. 1989.  The Policy Analysis Matrix (PAM) for Agricultural Development, Cornell University Press, Ithaca

9. Sodoulet, S. and de Janvry 1995.  Quantitative Development Policy Analysis:  The John Hopkins University Press.

10. World Bank (XXX).  Growth in the 1990s: Lessons from a decade of reform.  (details later).
11. Sahn David, P.A. Dorrosh and S.D. Younger, 1997.  Structural Adjustment Reconsidered, Economic Policy and Poverty in Africa.  Cambridge University Press.  (Chapter 5 on Agriculture and Food Markets).

12. Jazairy, I., Alamagir, M., and T. Panuccio, 1992.  The state of World Rural Poverty: An Inquiry into its Causes and Consequences; New York University Press (for IFAD), New York.

13. World Bank (several). World Development Report Series 1990-2009.

14. FAO.2003. The State of Food Insecurity in the World.  Rome – Italy.

15. International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 2005.  Food Policy for the Poor: Expanding the Research Frontiers; Highlights for 30 years of IFPRI Research; Edited by Von Brawn J. and R. Pandya – Lorch, IFPRI.

16. World Bank (XXX).  Agriculture in World Trade Organisation (WTO)

17. Omano S. W. and K. Von Grebmer (eds). 2004.  Biotechnology, Agriculture and Food Security in Southern Africa.   IFPRI.  Washing, DC.

18. Das, M.O., 1995.  Improving the Relevance and Effectiveness of Agricultural Extension activities for Women Farmers: An Audre Mayer Research Study, FAO, Rome.

19. Hoff, K., Braverman, A., and J.E. Stiglitz (eds), 1993.  The Economics of Rural Organisation: Theory, Practice and Policy, Oxford University Press (for the World Bank), Oxford.  

20. IFPRI (XXX).  Improving Agricultural Marketing in Africa (Details later)

21. Migot-Adholla S., Hazel, P., Blarel, B. And F. Place 1991.  Indigenous land Rights Systems in Sub-Saharan Africa.  A constraint on Productivity.  World Bank Economic Review (WBER) Vol.5, No.1.

22. Barrett, C.B., R. Bell, E.C. Lentz and D.G. Maxwell. 2009. Market Information and Food Insecurity Response Analysis MIFIRA).  Food Security 1: 151-168.

5. COURSE CONTENT, METHODS OF INSTRUCTION & TEACHING MATERIALS REQUIRED

	TOPIC
	Sub topic
	METHOD OF DELIVERY/Time 
	TEACHING MATERIALS

	1. AGRICULTURE & POLICY


	Rationale and objectives of agricultural policies 
Changing roles of development actors:

· Public sectors

· Private sector,

· Civil society etc

Policy making processes:

· Target variables

· Policy instruments

· Policy implementation
	Lecture 4 hrs

Discussion 2 hrs


	Chalk board

LCD projector  Flip charts

	2. APPROACHES TO POLICY ANALYSIS
	Partial equilibrium analysis

Sectoral analysis:

· The policy analysis matrix (PAM)

· Sector-wide approaches to policy analysis

Elements of General equilibrium models:

· Social Accounting Matrix

· General Equilibrium models
	Lecture 4 hrs

Exercise 3 hrs hrs)


	Chalk board

LCD projector  

Computers and software 

MS Excel, GAMS, STATA

	3. POLICY REFORMS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE
	Structural adjustment programs:

· Origins

· Content

· Impact

Poverty Reduction strategies:

· Origins

· Content

· Impact/evaluation

Other policy initiatives:

· NEPAD

· Regional integration and trade

· Impact/evaluation


	Lecture 3 hrs

Exercise 3 hrs
	Chalk board

LCD projector  

Computers and software 



	4.  FOOD POLICY ANALYSIS
	Pricing Marketing and Trade:

· Demand & supply of Food

· Food pricing and marketing policies

· Food imports V’s local production

Food & Nutrition security:

· Concepts of food & nutrition security

· Measures of food & nutrition security

· Causes of food & nutrition insecurity

· Policies for food & nutrition security

· Food & nutrition interventions

· Food insecurity response analysis
	Lecture 6 hrs

Discussion 2 hrs

Exercise 4 hrs
	Chalk board

LCD projector  

Computers and software 



	5. TRADE IN AGRIC. COMMODITIES, MARKET ACCESS & REGIONAL INTEGRATION


	Issues in trade in agricultural commodities

Issues of market access:

· Tariffs

· Non tariff barriers

Trade negotiations  under WTO Regional Integration & agriculture Policy Harmonization
	Lecture 4 hrs

Field visit 3 hrs

Exercise 3 hrs
	Chalk board

LCD projector  

Computers

Field transport

	6.  SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY IN AGRICULTUE
	Technology transfer and Intellectual Property Rights:

· Biotechnology policy

· Role of state & private sector

· TRIPs (trade related intellectual property rights)
Research and Extension

Impact of Technology Change
	Lectures 6 hrs

Field visit 4hrs
	Chalk board

LCD projector  

Computers

Field transport

	7. ROLE OF INFRASTRUCTURE & RURAL INSTITUTIONS 
	Marketing and Rural Infrastructure:

· Rural infrastructure

· Characteristic of Rural markets in Africa

· Marketing institutions and Farmers’ Associations

Rural Institutions and Finance

· Overview of new institutional economics

· Information asymmetry

· Agriculture credit and microfinance
· Legal framework

Land Markets & Tenure

· Property rights

· Share tenancy

· Land policies
	Lecture 3 hrs

Field visit 3 hrs

Exercise 3 hrs
	Chalk board

LCD projector screen  

Computers & Software

Field transport


6. SUMMARY OF TIME NEEDED

Lectures covering concepts & theory


30 hrs

Class based and homework exercises


16 hrs

Field visits





10 hrs

Student centered class discussions/seminar


04 hrs



Total




60 hrs

7. COURSE EVALUATION

Continuous Evaluation (H/Work Exercises)

20%

Mid term examination



20%

Final comprehensive examination


60%


Total 




100%

8. PASS MARK




60%

END

