AEC3301/ABM 3205/AEC 4210 SPECIAL PROJECT

2. INSTRUCTOR(s):
Ms. Balirwa Elizabeth (BA (SS), MA-MUK, SUA-Morogoro-TZ, PhD –Theology-United Graduate College –USA) 

Mr. Walekwha Peter (BA, MUK, MABM)

 Ms Rosemary Isoto Emegu (BSc.Agric. MSc.Agric.&Applied Economics)

3. COURSE TYPE:
Core for B.Sc. Agric. IV, ABM III
4. COURSE STRUCTURE

5 Credit units: 30 lecture hours (2 contact hour per week for 15 study weeks) and 30 practical/ research hours. This course is taught in the upper lecture theatre under the department of Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness.

5. COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Each candidate chooses a topic based on his/ her interest and in consultation with a supervisor she/ he will develop this topic further into a full proposal and after into a special project report. This Course unit builds on research methods courses and enables the student to apply all the knowledge so far learnt in class.

6. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

General objective
· To assess the ability of the student to use sound research methods learnt in class and thereafter introduce the student to research.
Specific objectives

· To provide students with principles and methods used in undertaking research

· To enable students understand the application of the different theories learnt in class in an actual situation.

· To provide a foundation for more advanced studies in agricultural research.

7. RECOMMENDED REFERENCES FOR READING

· All books of research methodology

· Other special project reports found in the department book bank. 

· Different journal papers like Jstor and AGORA

8. COURSE CONTENT, METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND TOOLS AND REQUIRED

	TOPIC
	CONTENT
	METHOD OF INSTRUCTION / Time allocated
	TOOLS/ NEEDED

	1. Introduction to special projects


	· Briefing of students on special projects.

· Receipt of concept notes from the students

Students doing independent work on special project expectations
	Interactive lecture (3 hr)


	LCD Projector,

BB/Chalk,

	2. Proposal Development
	· Introduction

· Components of a proposal

· Problem statement
	Lecture (3 hr)


	LCD Projector,

BB/Chalk

	3. Proposal development continued...
	· Developing objectives and hypotheses.

· Discussion of concept notes
	Lecture (3 hr)


	BB/Chalk,

Transport (80 seater) to MUARIK

	4.  Proposal development continued...
	· Allocation of supervisors

· Methodology

· Results and discussion
	Lecture (3 hr)


	BB/Chalk,

Transport (80 seater) to MUARIK

	5. Data collection
	· Approval of students proposals and then data collection
	Students are in the field 
	

	6. Data collection 
	· Students are collecting data
	Students are in the field
	

	7. Data collection
	· Students are collecting data 


	Students are in the field
	

	8. Data management
	· Data entry and analysis
	Lecture (3 hr)


	BB/Chalk.

	9. Students progress
	· Review of students progress with their reports
	Individual students meet with supervisor
	

	10. Submission of draft report


	· Students submit their draft reports to their supervisors
	
	

	11. Reading of draft reports
	· Supervisors are reading the draft reports
	
	

	11. Reading of draft reports cont..
	· Supervisors are reading the draft reports 
	
	

	13. Corrections 


	· Students make necessary corrections from their supervisors
	
	

	14.  Corrections 


	· Students make necessary corrections from their supervisors 
	
	

	15. Final Submission
	· Students submit their final special project reports
	
	

	16-17 


	· Revision Time

· Final Examination
	
	


9. SUMMARY OF TIME NEEDED

Lectures









15 hrs

Individual reading, researching, meeting with supervisors



60 hrs

10. COURSE ASSESSMENT:

	Continuous assessment 
	Students will write 2 tests
	40%

	Final mark on the book itself
	A lecturer will mark the student book and award a mark out of 60 % like a final university exam
	60%


