AGE 7102 Agricultural Extension
Instructor: Dr Margaret Najjingo Mangheni (BSC. Agric, MSc Agric. Education, PhD)

Course Type:
CORE (MSc. Agric. Extension)

1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course Credits (CU):
3 CU i.e. 45 Contact Hours per semester
Course Duration: 15 weeks (45 hours) i.e. 30 LH, 30 TH

Course description:

Agricultural extension philosophy, scope and functions. Agricultural extension systems and approaches. Issues and challenges of agricultural extension in Uganda and globally. Analysis of past and present extension systems in Uganda. 

2. Course objectives:

The overall objective of the course is to equip students with knowledge of the theory of agricultural extension philosophy, functions and approaches, as well as skills to critically analyse extension approaches and systems and propose interventions. 

The specific objectives are enable students to:

· Define agricultural extension and related concepts

· Explain the philosophy, scope and functions of agricultural extension within the context of other services necessary for agricultural development

· Describe the various agricultural extension systems and approaches and determine the circumstances under which each is most suited

· Analyse critical issues and challenges of the agricultural extension profession/ practice so as to draw implications for effectiveness and propose possible interventions. 

· Critically analyse the past and present extension systems/approaches in Uganda 

3. Recommended references:

Benor, D., Harrison, J.Q., and Baxter, M. (1984). Agricultural Extension: the training and visit system. Washington, D.C.: The World Bank. 

Samanta, R.K. (1991). Agricultural extension in changing world perspective. New Delhi: Uppal Publishing House.

Sanders, H.C. (ed) (1966). The Cooperative extension service.. London: Prentice Hall International, Inc.

Leeuwis, C (2004).  Communication for rural innovation: rethinking agricultural extension.Blackwell Science Ltd.

Neuchatel Group (2002). Common framework on financing agricultural and rural extension. Publisher.

Venkatesan, V and Kampen, J. (1998). Evolution of agricultural services in sub-saharan Africa. Trends and prospects. Washington D.C. The world Bank.

Rivera, W.M. and Gustafson, D.J. (eds) (1991). Agricultural Extension: Worldwide institutional evolution and forces for change. London: Elsevier.

Scarborough, V., Killough, S., Johnson, D.A., and Farrington, J. (eds) (1997). Farmer-led extension. Concepts and practices. London: Intermediate Technology Publications Ltd.

Ministry of agriculture animal Industry and Fisheries (2000). National Agricultural Advisory Services Programme master document. Entebbe: Author.  

Feder, G. Willett, A. and Zijp, W. (May 1999). Agricultural extension: Generic challenges and some ingredients for solutions. Washington D.C.: the World Bank.

Swanson, B. E., Bentz, R.P., and Sofranko, A.J. (Eds) (1998) Improving agricultural extension. A reference manual. Chapter 2. Alternative approaches to organizing extension by Nagel, U.J. Rome: FAO. 

4. COURSE CONTENT, METHODS OF INSTRUCTION, TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

	TOPIC
	CONTENT
	METHOD OF INSTRUCTION / Time allocated
	TOOLS / EQUIPMENT NEEDED

	WEEK 1. Historical roots and evolving conceptions of agricultural extension

 
	· History of agricultural extension 
· The different conceptions of agricultural extension in different countries


	· Interactive lecture (2 LH)
· Group discussion based on  reading assignment (3TH)
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 2 Historical roots and evolving conceptions of agricultural extension (contd)
	· Evolving definitions of agricultural extension 

· The controversies of agricultural extension as a profession
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 3. Agricultural extension philosophy, scope and responsibilities 


	· Purpose of agricultural extension

· Conventional functions of agric extension

· Emerging functions of agric extension


	· Interactive lecture ( 2hrs)
· Discussion based on  reading assignment (2TH)

	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 4 Agricultural extension philosophy, scope and responsibilities (contd)
	· The scope of agric extension (e.g clientele served, subject matter included)


	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 5 Agricultural extension philosophy, scope and responsibilities (cont)
	· Basic principles of agric extension
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 6. Critical issues in agricultural extension in Uganda and globally 


	·  Examples of issues covered: Financing;
targeting difficult to reach client groups such as the youth, women, the poor; mainstreaming cross-cutting issues like gender, HIV/AIDS, environment etc..; farmer institution development; privatization and/or public/private sector partnerships; decentralization; Accountability to farmers and other stakeholders; Politicization; Dynamic and/or unclear policy environment;…..
	· Interactive lecture (2TH)
· Presentation of student papers based on review of literature and interview of practitioners on issues in agric extension in Uganda (2TH)
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 7 Critical issues in agricultural extension in Uganda and globally (contd)
	· -do-
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 8 Critical issues in agricultural extension in Uganda and globally (contd)
	· -do-
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 9. Challenges of agricultural extension
	· Challenges facing agriculture/farming generally e.g sustainability, globalization and market liberalization, climate change, multi-functional agriculture, food safety and chain management, knowledge intensity and commoditization of knowledge


	· Interactive lecture (2 hrs)
· Presentation of student papers based on review of literature and interview of practitioners on challenges in agric extension in Uganda (2TH)
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 10 Challenges of agricultural extension (contd)
	· Challenges facing extension e.g. co-designing rather than disseminating innovations, catering for diverse farming and livelihood strategies, managing complexity, conflict and unpredictability etc…..
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK  11. Agricultural extension systems and approaches 


	· Definition of the concepts agricultural extension approach, agricultural extension system 

· Extension goals and how they influence alternative ways of organizing agric. extension

· Profile of the different types of agricultural extension approaches (University based extension) 
	· Interactive lecture (2 hrs)
· Presentation of student papers based on review of literature on  agric extension approaches
(2TH)
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 12. Agricultural extension systems and approaches
	· Profile of the different types of agricultural extension approaches (The general agricultural extension approach, Commodity specialised approach)
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 13. Agricultural extension systems and approaches
	· Profile of the different types of agricultural extension approaches (Training and visit system, The project approach) 
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 14 Agricultural extension systems and approaches
	· Profile of the different types of agricultural extension approaches (Farmer led/participatory approaches e.g. farmer field schools)
	· 2LH

· 2TH
	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector

	WEEK 15. Agricultural extension approaches in Uganda 


	· Critical analysis of agricultural extension approaches that have been used in Uganda (Strengths, weaknesses, lessons)
	· Interactive lecture (2 hrs)
· Group project (2TH)

	Chalk / BB or Markers / LCD projector


5. SUMMARY OF TIME NEEDED

Interactive lectures

 






30 hrs

Tutorials (Individual and group exercises, presentation of research papers, field visits) 

30 hrs

6. OVERALL COURSE EVALUATION

Written and oral presentation of paper on critical issues in agricultural extension in Uganda or globally 
10%  

Written and oral presentation of paper on challenges in agricultural extension in Uganda  


10%   

Analytical Group Project on the recommended Agricultural Extension approach for Uganda 

20%

Written final exam









 60%

END

