AGR 7203          PRINCIPLES OF ANIMAL PRODUCTION 

Course Description: 

This course is intended to help students to understand how feeding, breeding, management and interaction with the environment influence animal production. 

Course Objectives

Students should be able to:

1. describe and explain the process of ruminant and non-ruminant digestion in farm animals.

2. explain the factors that affect feed intake and efficiency of feed utilization in farm animals.

3. explain the metabolism of feed nutrients in farm animals.

4. describe metabolic disorders in farm animals.

5. formulate feeds for different types and age groups of farm animals.

6. feed different types and age groups of farm animals efficiently.

7. manage hatching eggs for the production of day old chicks.

Course Outline:

General principles of nutrition; feeding dairy cows; feeding dual-purpose, beef and draught cattle; feeding sheep and goats; pig nutrition; poultry nutrition; nutrition of rabbits. Emphasis will be placed on the resources available in tropical/subtropical regions; environmental studies, including climatic effects and housing; genetics; the physiology of growth and lactation; the relevance of reproduction to livestock production; physiological aspects of metabolic disorders in livestock; nutrient requirements and feed formulation.

Mode of Delivery and Assessment

The course shall be conducted through lectures, discussions, seminars, tutorials, experimentation, field trips and practicals. Assessment shall be done through assignments, tests, practicals and examination.
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