AHS 3205 Archaeological Methodology                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Objectives: The course intends to show how archaeology as a discipline has evolved strategies and methods to move from unknown to known.
Course Description
This course is an advance of the previous AHS 102 (Principles and practices in archaeology). It critically examines the nature of archaeology an academic discipline. Scholars have viewed archaeology as either a hard science or a humanistic discipline. Scientific methodology is examined In relation to the nature of archaeological evidence. Processes that have been responsible for the formation of archaeological evidence are also examined in relation to the method and strategies of survey, excavation and chronometer dating.
Assessment: 30% Course Work; 70% Examination

Course Outline
Topic 1: The Nature f archaeological discipline
1.1 Archaeology as archaeology
1.2 Archaeology as history
1.3 Archaeology as anthropology
Topic 2: Scientific methodology
	2.1 Cycle of science
	2.2 Positivism
	2.3 Realism
	2.4 Conventionalism
Topic3: The nature of archaeological evidence
	3.1 Features/artifacts/ecofacts
	3.2 Matrix
	3.3 Provenience
	3.4 Association
Topic 4: Site Formation process
	4.1 Cultural (c-transforms) 
	4.2 Natural (n-transforms)
	4.3 Darts/Brain /Binford/Potts debate
Topic 5: strategies and methods of archaeology
	5.1 Modeling
	5.2 Surveys and Excavations
	5.3 Chronologies
	5.4 Affinities
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