ARI 9102: COURSE DESCRIPTION
	COURSE Title
	Innovations for Agricultural and Rural Development

	COURSE Code
	ARI 9102
	Course Duration
	60 Hrs

	COURSE Delivery
	Semester 1

	COURSE BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

	Low agricultural productivity in Africa has mainly been attributed to smallholder farmers’ inability to take up and use modern technologies but this is only part of the challenge – it is more complex than that. The complexity results from the multiple interventions and actors involved to bring about development change in agriculture and rural societies in general. For many decades, investments for agricultural development has emphasized linking the technology generation centres and the farm through different mechanisms but this has not yielded wide-spread results especially in the sub-Saharan Africa. It is now recognised that knowledge and technologies are essential for agricultural development to take place but by themselves are not sufficient to bring about the desired change in a rapidly changing world. In the past decade, the understanding of ARD has broadened and shifted from transfer of technology to creating meaningful interactions between stakeholders and institutions.  “Innovation systems” is a new field of practice which has evolved to fit this new thinking. This course therefore aims to create an in-depth understanding of the concepts, principles and practices of innovation systems and their importance in agricultural and rural development in Africa.

	COURSE DESCRIPTION 

	The course will cover the following: concepts and elements of innovations; history and theory of innovation systems; role and application of innovation systems in research and development; practice of innovation systems in agricultural and rural development (e.g. value chains, innovation platforms, innovation clusters etc); and designing and managing strategies for capacities to support innovation systems to work for the rural communities in Africa.  

	COURSE Content OUTLINE

	The content of this course will include:

· The concept and elements of innovations

· The history and theory of innovation systems

· Application of innovation systems in science and development 

· The practice of innovation systems in agriculture and rural development

· Innovations in rural organisation development

· Policy contexts for agricultural and rural innovations 

· Capacities for innovation systems to work

· Managing of innovations
· Evaluation of innovation in agricultural and rural development

	Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

	1
	Describe the key elements and drivers of innovations in Africa

	2
	Appreciate the role of innovations in catalysing agricultural and rural development 

	3
	Apply the innovation systems frameworks in research and development

	4
	Design strategies for developing capacity to support agricultural and rural innovations

	Teaching and Learning APPROACH

	Lectures, seminar/guest speakers, individual and group assignments.  The lecture notes and reading assignments for each week will be posted on the MUELE platform. Field based experiences will be provided by guest lecturers and students will also share their experiences in seminars. The individual and group assignments will be used to enhance self and collective learning among students.

	Class Contact

	Lecture, three hour per week; seminar, four hour per week

	ASSESSMENT

	Number of aSSIGNMNETS 
	Assessment
	Weighting (%)
	Learning Outcomes (L.O)

	2
	Individual assignments
	10%
	L.O 2, 3 & 4

	1
	Group Assignment
	10%
	L.O 2, 3 & 4

	2
	Presentations
	10%
	L.O 1-4

	1
	Test
	10%
	L.O 1-4

	1
	University Exam
	60%
	L.O 1-4

	COURSE pass Requirements

Students must achieve an overall mark of 60%. Students must attend at least 75% of all scheduled classes
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