ARI 9105: COURSE DESCRIPTION

	COURSE Title
	Agricultural and Rural Development in Africa

	COURSE Code
	ARI 9105
	Course Duration
	60 Hrs

	COURSE Delivery
	Semester 1

	COURSE background and objectives

	African’s agriculture is in a state of decline in spite of its potential and the investment being made. Agriculture plays a crucial role in the livelihood of the majority of Africa’s population and contributes substantially to the development of most nations. The majority of the rural people depend on agriculture for livelihood and consequently but its contribution to rural well being is changing I many different ways. However, the state of agriculture remains an important dimension of rural development and should not be ignored. Africa’s future especially with respect to food security and poverty reduction and/or alleviation is bleak. Identifying relevant and novel development trajectories is key but there are no easy and straight forward solutions. It is important to understand the current status of agriculture, its drivers, and the root causes of its decline and what options for revitalizing and sustaining agricultural development exist. This course therefore aims to enable students to comprehend and contextualize the main features of African agriculture and rural development strategies, processes, constraints and opportunities.

	COURSE DESCRIPTION

	The course will cover the following: analysis of paradigm shifts and competing paradigms of agricultural and rural development; inherent assumptions of policy models; the dynamics and directions of agriculture and rural development in Africa; understanding trend is poverty and development in Africa; global, continental, regional interactions, governance, and policy; gender and the feminisation of agriculture in Africa:  emerging issues, challenges and opportunities in agriculture and rural development; ethics and values for success in agricultural and rural development.

	COURSE Content OUTLINE

	The contents of this course include:

· Paradigms, concepts and theories of rural development (modernization paradigm versus integrated rural development)
· Underlying concepts: TATE, Regulation, Socio-technical regime, Styles of Farming, 
· Tendencies (deagrarianisation and depeasantisation) and counter tendencies (reagrarianisation and repeasantisation): global and local interactions

· endogenous versus exogenous development trajectories

· Relationship between poverty and rural development: identification of options and trajectories
· Policy models and their inherent assumption
· What are resources and how to define? 

· Rural livelihoods: how and what
· Issues of Knowledge and Technology: the production of ignorance and novelties 

· Notions of farmers: peasant, entrepreneurs, smallholders, etc. 

· Gender relations and issues: the feminisation of agriculture in Africa 
· Governance and policy context for agricultural development: land tenure

· Agricultural development and environmental sustainability
· Agricultural and rural development approaches in Africa

· Feeding the City: constraints and opportunities

· Ethical issues and values in agricultural and rural development

	Learning Outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

	1
	Explain the concepts and theories of agricultural and rural development

	2
	Describe and analyze the current status of African agriculture and rural development

	3
	Identify constraints to and opportunities for agricultural and rural development 

	4
	Critique the frameworks and processes that guide agricultural and rural development in Africa


	Teaching and Learning APPROACH

	Lectures, seminar/guest speakers, individual and group assignments.  The lecture notes and reading assignments for each week will be posted on the MUELE platform. Field based experiences will be provided by guest lecturers and students will also share their experiences in seminars. The individual and group assignments will be used to enhance self and collective learning among students.

	Class Contact

	Lecture, three hour per week; seminar/assignments, four hour per week 

	ASSESSMENT

	Number of aSSIGNMNETS 
	Assessment
	Weighting (%)
	Learning Outcomes (L.O)

	2
	Individual assignments
	10%
	L.O 3 & 4

	1
	Group Assignment
	10%
	L.O 3 & 4

	2
	Presentations
	10%
	L.O 3 & 4

	1
	Test
	10%
	L.O 1-4

	1
	University Exam
	60%
	L.O 1-4

	COURSE pass Requirements

Students must achieve an overall mark of 60%. Students must attend at least 75% of all scheduled classes
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