BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
Course Code: FBM 4101

Credit Units: 3 CU

Contact Hours: 45

Course Description
The course demonstrates the need to sustainably use and protect the variety and variability of biological resources at species, ecosystem and gene levels. Students acquire the knowledge and skills in assessing biodiversity at various levels for local, regional and international development. Threats to biodiversity and management strategies to conserve biodiversity are covered. 

Objectives

· To characterize forest plants and understand the ecology and functioning of terrestrial ecosystems. 

· To apply standard field techniques in biodiversity assessment.

· To relate biodiversity conservation to socio-economic development 

Learning Outcomes

· Students carry out Biodiversity assessment in various ecosystems

· Students ably categorize threatened plant and animal species

· Students conduct a biodiversity inventory

· Students interpret and use International Conventions for biodiversity conservation 

Course Outline 

· Biodiversity conservation (2 LH; 2 PH) 

· Inventory, assessment, and data banks (3 LH; 3 PH)

· Ecological social and economic benefits of conserving genes (3 LH; 3 PH)

·  Endangered and species of special importance, and ecosystem diversity (4 LH; 4 PH)

· Biodiversity levels; (3 LH; 3 PH)

· Biodiversity along ecological gradients and in succession processes; (3 LH; 3 PH)

· Relationship between environmental factors and vegetation type (2 LH; 2 PH)

· Interactions between flora and fauna (3 LH; 3 PH)

· Strategies for biodiversity conservation (3 LH; 3 PH)

· International conventions for biodiversity conservation and compliance (4 LH; 4 PH)

Mode of delivery
Lectures: 30 CH; Practicals: 30 PH 

Mode of assessment

· Continuous assessment (coursework, field practical reports, tests) = 40%

· University examinations = 60%
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