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Course description
The Civil Engineering Surveyor must understand the site. Not all the students will have studied Geography  at ‘A’ level, in particular  physical  geography.  Here it is presented  in a more practical form. The student learns the basics of natural landforms and their metamorphosis and the effect Civil Engineering projects have on the environment, and the environment on any Civil Engineering project. This subject is seen as important enough to be split into two courses (See CES 2203)
Objectives
•
Expound the environment, as the context of the site, within which the Engineer is working
•
Show the effects the engineering project has on the environment
•
Show the effects the environment has on the engineering project
Course Outline
1. Natural phenomena
•
Types of landforms
•
Elements of weather: precipitation, temperature, winds and pressure.
•
Weather patterns in tropical, sub-tropical and temperate areas
•
Types of drainage 
[15CH]
•
Natural vegetation: their characteristics and distribution
•
Origin of soils
2. Human influence on the physical environment
•
Types of land uses
•
Land degradation and pollution
•
Climatic change 
[15CH]
•
Refuse disposal, sanitation, pollution.
Learning Outcomes
The student should know
•
What to expect of nature and what not to expect
•
How nature reacts to human activity
Method of teaching
Lectures, self study, group discussions of observations made.
Mode of assessment
Assignments, tests, written examination
Proposed Staff
Mr. H. Bakamwesiga
Reading/reference materials
There are a variety of publications on the Environment, Physical Geography and Geomorphology
[1] 
Environmental Geotechnics R W Sarsby ISBN 978-0-7277-2752-7 
free 
reading 
on internet
[2]        Surface Processes and Landforms Don Easterbrook 2nd Edition ISBN 978-0-1386-0958-0
[3]        Fundamentals  of the Physical Environment  Peter Smithson  Ken Addison Ken Atkinson  4th
Edition ISBN 978-0-415-39516-8
