CFE 2203 Community Dynamics and Rural Sociology (4 CU)


Course Name: COMMUNITY DYNAMICS AND RURAL SOCIOLOGY
Course Code: CFE 2203


Credit Units: 4 CU

Contact Hours: 60

Course Description
The course will introduce students to concept of society, social systems, socialization and social control; and the features of peasant life, types of farming systems, population trends and changes in rural life. 
Course objectives

· To equip students with knowledge in the social processes, socialization and changes in rural life. 

· To provide background knowledge to students on the dynamics within communities and their impact on forestry development.

Learning outcomes 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

· Diagnose and approach problems affecting  rural people  in Uganda

· Explain population trends and changes in rural life; ethical issues in the design and operationalization of  rural development interventions

· Work for and together with rural people and other rural organisations 
Course outline

· The individual and society, social systems, concepts of socialization and social control (6 LH, 3TH).  

· Changes in farming systems and  population trends (4LH, 3TH).  

· Role of education in social change (4LH, 3TH).  

· Rural community development, village organization and problems (4 LH, 3TH).  

· Employment and urban-rural relationship (4LH, 3TH). 

· Features of peasant life, types of farming systems, population trends and changes in rural life (6 LH, 3TH).  

· Education as a factor in social change, the relationship of education to social structure (5 LH, 3TH).  

· Theories of change, the emergence of rural community (4 LH, 3TH). 

· Emergent rural problems especially the youth employment situations (4 LH, 3TH). 

· Rural development: implication for village organisation and urban-rural relationship (4LH, 3TH).
Mode of delivery: 

Lectures:  45 LH

Tutorials: 30 TH 

Mode of assessment

· Continuous assessment (coursework, test) = 40%

· University examinations = 60%

Basic Reading List 

Alders, Carine et al (eds), 1993 Linking with farmers: networking for low-external-input and sustainable agriculture London<: Intermediate Technology Publications, 1993 298 p and Taste, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1984, pp. 11-17.

Archer, E.A. (1993). People and the environment: Preserving the Balance. Association of common wealth universities.

Beets, Willem Cornelis 1990 Raising and sustaining the productivity of smallholder. 

Burke, Stan, 1993 People first: a guide to self-reliant participatory rural development London: Zed Books.

Burt, Ronald S. 1992. Structural Holes: The Social Structure of Competition. Cambridge. 

Chapman W.B.Jr. (1981). Human ecosystems. McMillan Publishing Inc.

Coleman, James S. (1990): “Social Capital” in Foundations of Social Theory Cambridge, 

Gaudie, a. (1990). The Human impact on the Natural environment. Blackwell Publishers Inc.

Kingsley, D & Bernstan, M. S. (1998). Resources, Environment & Population: Present Knowledge & the future options. MA: Harvard University Press

Millenium Ecosystem assessments (2003). Ecosystems and Human well being: A framework for assessment. Island Press, Washington D.C., USA.


University of California Press.
