CFE 7104 Advanced Community Forestry

Course Objectives 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to;

· Assess the potential of community forestry work within a wide (social, market, political and environmental) context 
· Identify the mechanisms by which competing claims on tree resources are materialized.

Specific skills that students will acquire include:

· Capability to use and analyse models of the links between forest/tree resources and rural economy.

· Ability to recommend effective institutional mechanisms for solving tree resource allocation conflicts amidst growing resource pressures and demands.

· Develop adaptive and integrated plans for implementation of sustainable community forestry projects and programmes using participatory approaches and tools.

· Ability to assess the effectiveness and consequences (economic and socio-political) of forestry policies, reforms agendas related to community forestry.

· Formulate mechanisms for effective stakeholder empowerment and group formation to share experiences and lessons learned from community forest / tree management activities.

Course Outline

Principles and concepts

· Definitions and concepts: Community, Social, Agroforestry, Farm forestry

· Why Community forestry?

· Basic principles of community forestry

· Evolution of community forestry & social values

· Changing social values and industrial forestry. 

· Community forestry experiences from the Asia-Pacific Region

2.   Off-farm tree management 

· Policy framework to support on-farm tree management

· Alley farming: Have resource poor farmers benefited?

· Socio-economic factors affecting adoptability

· Local knowledge and customary practices

3.   Access and Rights to Forest Products and Land for Local people

· Village level issues of land and tree tenure

· Distribution of Rights between Governments and Forest Users

· Distribution of Rights among communities of Forest Users

· Distribution of Rights within communities of Forest Users

· Property rights, Access, ownership, control, governance: Who has user rights

· What happens when resources become valuable?

· Private land forestry policy and silvicultural Activities

· Conflict management

· Case studies of conflict resolution and public involvement 

4. Community-based Organizations for Forest management

· Working with forest communities

· Developing a community-based organization

· Differing levels of autonomy

· Forging Institutional Linkages: Vertical and Horizontal

· How fit are local organizations to govern forest sector?

· Decentralisation as a means to strengthen the power of local communities

5.  Common property resources and regimes

· Tragedy of the commons and wastelands

· Sustainability, environmental integrity, population growth challenges

· Institutional requirements for sustainancy

· Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable Forest Management

· Domestication of Wild Woodland tree species

6.  Multiple-Use Management of the Forest Resource

· Agroforestry

· Farm Forestry: Past and Present

· Management of Natural Woodland 

· Natural Forest Regeneration

· Non-Timber Forest Products

7.  Economics of Forest products & forest systems

· Potential of forest products activities to contribute to rural incomes 

· Patterns of change in forest product activities

· Forestry investment analysis at household level

· Traditional economic values and non-traditional economic values for forests

· Marketing issues

· Value of indigenous knowledge in forest sector & livelihoods

8.  Strategies and Approaches and their Implications to community forestry programs

· Collaborative management

· Joint forest management

· Community-based forest management

· Protected Area Management

· Participatory watershed management

9.   Policy and legislation 

· New Forest Policy: Conservation and development

· Forest policies and legislation

· Decentralization and devolution

· Good forest governance

· Non-timber forest products: Policy perspectives

· Challenges to Community forestry Programs

10.   Social Research in Community forestry 

· Role of research in community forestry 

· Research priorities 

· PRA methodologies: development & research methods

Mode of delivery
· Lectures: 30LH

· Practicals (Laboratory and Field praticals): 30PH 

Mode of assessment

· Continuous assessment (coursework, test) = 40%

· University examinations = 60%
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