CUS 7102 CONTEMPORARY CURRICULA ISSUES IN EDUCATION
(Core for All MED students of SoE) 
Course Description:

This course is intended to assist students identify the current contemporary curricula issues in education and engages them into a critical analysis and discussion of these issues within the Ugandan and international contexts. This course further provides a forum for developing students’ competencies for their roles as educational planners and policy makers, curriculum developers, language educators, social science educators, science educators, teacher educators, teachers, school managers, and academics. This course also inspires students to become mindful of the contemporary issues in the hope of   proper planning and improving education systems. The course also emphasizes the need for stakeholders in education to appreciate the interrelatedness of different subjects and the need to use multi-disciplinary approaches in achieving the total/whole curriculum that is relevant to societal needs. 
Course Objectives/ Aims:
The trainees should be able to; 

i. Identify and critique contemporary curricula issues and trends within local, national and global educational contexts.

ii. Discuss the implications of contemporary curricula issues to educational planning for different cultural contexts.

iii. Select particular contemporary curricular issues in society and develop appropriate curricula interventions to these issues.

iv. Critically analyze educational policies surrounding various contemporary curricular issues in terms of their rationale, processes, successes, and challenges. 

Learning outcomes:

At the end of this course, students should be able to:
1. Critique identified contemporary curricula issues in education.

2. Make informed decisions about curricula issues and offer appropriate advice to educational planners and managers.

3. Critique educational policies particularly those connected to the contemporary curricula issues in education.

4. Become reflective practitioners in view of the contemporary curricular issues and their practice.
Content Outline:

1. Introduction to the contemporary curricula issues and trends in education

2. Contemporary curricula issues local and global contexts [MDGs, EFA, UPE, USE, etc.]

3. Implications of contemporary curricula issues on education and national development (social, economic, and political).

4. Using curriculum models as a planning tool in education.
5. Values and aims of education in view of the current contemporary curricula issues.

6. The concept of whole curriculum and its relevance to the community [creativity in learning, linking school learning with the community, making connection between subjects, etc.]

Methods of Teaching/Delivery:

The delivery of this course will take the form of interactive lectures, group discussions, individual and group projects, presentations and research

Mode of Assessment:

Course work: 

The coursework shall carry 40 marks. Each student will be required to research and make a class presentation on an identified contemporary issue within their area of specialization. The research paper will carry 30 marks and class presentations will carry 10 marks.
Examination

The written examination be marked out of 60 marks.

The pass mark for this course is 60 percent.
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