ECM 7202 DEVELOPMENTAL CONCEPTION OF ECONOMICS

Course Description:
The course looks at the growth of economics as a field of study. It covers some landmarks in the scope of economics. The major topics include: a study of the elements that characterize the economic domain of interest, introduction of economics as a discipline of study in schools, the nature of economics education, the aims of teaching economics, the purpose that economics education might serve, the notion of economic literacy, development of the technical language in the field of economics, realism and relationship between theory, distribution and application in the teaching of economics, and values in economics teaching. It emphasizes economic literacy as key to effective citizenship in a free society, understanding of economic generalizations and concepts, and making reasoned economic decisions. 

Aims 

This course is designed to enable students to develop an understanding of the value of teaching economics. 

Learning Outcomes

The course in development conception of economics is designed to assist prospective teachers to:- 

1. Enhance their understanding of economics as a field of study.

2. Develop and promote an awareness of the nature of economics education.

3. Acquire a deep understanding of the aims of teaching economics.

4. Develop an understanding of the values in teaching economics. 

Intellectual, Practical and Transferable Skills

At the end of the course, students are expected to have developed some or all of the following skills:

(a) Problem solving skills

(b) Team working skills

(c) Time management skills

(d) Reflection skills

(e) Self-learning skills

(f) Critical thinking skills

(g) Comparative skills

(h) Analytical skills

(i) Valuing diversity

(j) Oral and written communication skills
Teaching and Learning Pattern

The course will be taught for a total of 60 hours (i.e. six (6) contact hours per week). Teaching and learning in this course will be through, among others, team-teaching, problem-based approaches, student-centered learning, in-class exercises, own readings, take-home assignments and group exercises.
Indicative Content

The growth of economics as a field of study; landmarks in the scope of economics. The major topics include: a study of the elements that characterize the economic domain of interest, introduction of economics as a discipline of study in schools, the nature of economics education, the aims of teaching economics, the purpose that economics education might serve, the notion of economic literacy, development of the technical language in the field of economics, Economics unrealism and relationship between theory, distribution and application in the teaching of economics, and values in economics teaching. Economic literacy as key to effective citizenship in a free society, understanding of economic generalizations and concepts, and making reasoned economic decisions. 

Assessment Method

The pass mark is 60 percent. Continuous assessment will contribute 40 percent while the final three-hour examination will account for 60 percent. Below is the distribution of points by mode of assessment. 
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