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Course Description:
The course covers a wide range of past and current issues in education and introduces to the teacher trainee the field of Comparative Education. It offers an explanation for differences in education systems and processes and how education contributes to social, political, economic development of nations. It helps teacher trainees to understand the education process and enhances their ability to contribute in addressing educational problems and challenges within their countries.  

Course Objectives

By the end of this course, teacher trainees should be able to: 

1. Explain key concepts of Comparative Education.

2. Trace the origin of Comparative Education.

3. Justify the teaching of Comparative Education in teacher training institutions.

4. Relate education to national development /explain the contribution of education to national development.

5. Analyze the issues, and challenges facing education systems in an era of change. 

6. Compare and contrast educational systems and highlight key issues to utilize in an effort to improve education systems (Uganda in comparison to any other education system e.g. USA, Japan, China etc).

Content Outline

Overview of Comparative Education

1 Key  Concepts (Compare, Education, Value differences etc)

2 Definitions of Comparative Education

3 Aims of Comparative Education

4 Relevance of Comparative Education (to teachers, teacher educators and policy makers).

Development/Origins of Comparative Education


Contribution of various comparative education scholars.


Approaches to the study of Comparative Education


Comparative Education theories

Factors Affecting Education Systems


Natural factors


Religious factors


Ideological /Secular/Political factors

Problems of Education in East Africa


Pre-colonial education


Background of educational problems in East Africa (Colonialism and Education)


Education and development


Persistent issues in education (Intrinsic and Extrinsic Problems)

  Educational Reforms in Uganda

1 Reforms Defined

2 Factors  influencing reforms

3 Examples of reforms (Primary Education Reforms, Secondary Education Reforms, Reforms in Higher Institutions of Learning, Vocational Education, Gender related reforms, quality education, etc. 

4 Teacher education -integration of information communication technology in education, integration of HIV/AIDS into teaching and learning process

(Each year the respective Lecturers are expected to address any two of the above reforms in details). 

Education Systems Compared

Uganda and any other foreign system of education e.g. USA, British, Japan etc

The following should be addressed:

1 Aims

2 Administration

3 Finance

4 Structure

5 Curriculum

6 Education for the minority

7 Research, teacher education & evaluation/assessment

Modes of delivery

Lectures, Class Discussions, Group Work

Assessment

The following instruments will be used to assess the teacher trainees

Course Work 30 %, Examination 70 %. The Pass Mark is 50%
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