EDF 7213: POSTMODERN TRENDS IN SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION

Course Description:
The contemporary school environment is surrounded by an emerging cultural environment characterized by the proliferation through media of commodity fetishism, a fascination for images, codes and styles.  A process of cultural, political or existential fragmentation and/or crisis is slowly eating into African societies. There is the replacement of unitary power axes by a plurality of power/discourse formations. There is the collapse of cultural hierarchies. There is the decline of the university. There are societal and economic shifts into a ‘media’, ‘consumer’ or ‘multinational’ phase. There is a sense of ‘placelessness’ or generalized substitution of spatial for temporal coordinates through the functioning and effects of the new miniaturized technologies. These new waves impact on the school and on learning processes. They therefore call for a sociologically well grounded knowledge by educators of what postmodern imposes and demands from actors and agents in the school.   

Course objectives

This course should enable students to:
· Examine new trends in sociology of education whose importance has been intensified during recent years in the post-modern or post-industrial world.
· explain characteristics of the postmodern age, the changes seasoned by the postmodern age, the implications of postmodernism to curricular and learning environments
Course Outline

· What is postmodernism?

· Difference between Modern and Postmodern Sociological paradigms

· How educational systems evolve under Kuhn’s Idea of Paradigm Shift

· Postmodernism, the Diversity in the School environment and curriculum

· Postmodernism, Social Justice sought at the Margins of Society

· Postmodernism and Cultural Pluralism in Schools

· Postmodernism and Religious Pluralism in Schools

· Postmodern Cyber-technologies and their impact on Schooling

· Postmodern Media and the Commoditization of Education

· Postmodernism and the promotion of Indigenous Languages

· Postmodernism and promotion of Indigenous Knowledge

· Dealing with Gender educational issues—Affirmative Action

· Dealing with Migrant, War-affected and Refugee Children education issues
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