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COURSE DESCRIPTION;
This is an introductory course to the study of philosophy of education. It is divided into two main sub topics:

a) Introduction to philosophy

b) Philosophical orientation to education and teaching.
COURSE OBJECTIVE:
The general objective of Philosophical orientation to education and teaching is to enable teacher trainees develop a philosophic attitude of mind (develop a critical/ analytical approach to issues pertaining to education at a micro and macro levels.

Specific objectives:

By the end of the course, teacher trainees should be able to:

1. State the nature and purpose of philosophy of education

2. Use philosophical thought pattern for isolating various educational and professional challenges that perennially intrigue educationists

3. Identify philosophical problems in education and try to solve them satisfactorily

4. Employ tools of logic for improving their thinking capacities to deter fundamental error in educational argumentation and analysis

5. Use philosophical methods of teaching to perfect the teachers skills

6. Isolate and critically discuss current issues in educational theory and practice.  

CONTENT  OUTLINE

Philosophy and Education 

1 Concept and Aims of Education (Socialization and Individualization)

2 Philosophy and Education 

The subject matter of philosophy (Epistemology, Metaphysics, Axiology- ethics and aesthetics)


1 Paulo Freire’s critique of traditional education 

2 Ivan Illich’s critique of schooling






3 The contribution of philosophy to the study of the curriculum

4 The  concept of learning

5 The Ethical and Aesthetic  dimensions of education

The Philosophical perspectives in Education 

1 Idealism & realism  and  education 

Significance of Plato’s Republic & Froebel’s work

2 Naturalism and Education 

Significance of J.J. Rousseau’s Emile & Herbert Spencer’s work on Education.

3 Pragmatism and Education 

Significance of John Dewey’s work on Education and Democracy

4 Existentialism and Education


      Significance of J.P Satre’s work on Freedom for education 

5 The supernatural Development theory and education 

Significance of Thomistic theory of education 

Philosophical Approach to issues in Education 

1 Education for peace

2 Post conflict schooling & teaching 

3 Education for social justice, democracy,  human rights education , affirmative action,

4 Critical thinking in teacher education 

5 Philosophical issues in ICT and Education

6 African traditional approach to education and teaching   
Modes of delivery

Lectures, Group work, Seminars/class presentations

ASSESSMENT 

The following instruments will be used to assess the teacher trainees.

Course work 30%. Examination 70%. Total 100%. The pass mark is 50%.
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