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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course Credits (CU):
2 CU i.e. 45 Contact Hours per semester
Course Duration: 15 weeks (45 hours) i.e. 60 IS, 10 PH, 20 TH

The course introduces students to basic concepts, principles and theories of sociology and dynamics of rural societies in relation to agricultural and rural development; elements and their interaction in a social system, gender issues in socialization process; inducing, managing and sustaining social change; extension education and society; external forces influencing rural livelihoods in Uganda.

2. COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course aims at equipping students with skills and knowledge in basic sociological theories to enable them to effectively work with communities in solving identified problems for livelihood improvement.

The specific objectives are to:

i) Explain the role of rural sociology in development. 

ii) Apply sociological principles in addressing rural development.  

iii) Induce and manage change in social systems in relationship to both rural and urban communities.

iv) Use sociological principles in working with members of the community in identifying their needs, and operate and maintain mechanisms for meeting these needs
v) Identify and use community social communication networks fro enhancing social learning
vi) Apply action-learning and social-learning skills in tackling community problems.
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4. COURSE CONTENT, METHODS OF INSTRUCTION, TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

	TOPIC
	CONTENT
	METHOD OF INSTRUCTION / Time allocated
	TOOLS / EQUIPMENT NEEDED

	Rural Sociology

Definition and Introduction 
	· Introduction and course overview

· What is Sociology?

· What is Rural Sociology? 

· Why should you study Rural Sociology?

· Growth of Rural Sociology in the world

· Rural sociology in African Studies 
	Independent study (8hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	

	Rural Sociology and rural development  
	· Contribution of Rural Sociology to agricultural and rural development

· Rural poverty

· Rural-urban migration

· Diffusion of innovations
	Independent study (4hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	

	Rural Sociology and the scientific problem solving process
	· Scientific approach to community concerns

· Rural sociology and the scientific process.
	Independent study (2hrs)
	

	Social Change and Rural Development


	· Social change.

· Social change in relationship with social equilibrium

· Rate of change and social impediments.

· Direction of change

· Types of social change

· Bureaucratic approach to social change and development

· Popular support approach to development 
	Independent study (4hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	

	Rural Sociology and the role of community organizations in rural development 
	· Definition of community organizations

· Types and role of community organizations

· Farmer groups.

· Group dynamics and rural development
	Independent study (4hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	Course notes, course readers materials, student scratch book, 

	Functioning and maintenance of social systems 
	· Definition of a social system.

· Elements of the social system.
	Independent study  (6hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	Course notes, course reader materials, student scratch book

	Socialization, social control and job performance in communities
	· What is socialization?

· Implications.

· Agents of socialization.

· Stages in socialization.

· Social control.

· Socialization and the job situation.

· Tips on socialization for change agents

· Culture and socialization

  
	Independent study s (6hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs) 
	Course notes, course reader materials, student scratch book

	Rural Sociology and Demography 
	· Population growth and rural development

· Population pyramids

· Demographic transition

· Human development index

· Human poverty index
	Independent study s (6hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	Course notes, course reader materials, student scratch book

	Education and social change
	· Definition of education

· Functions of education

· Real life experience in education design
	Independent study (4hrs)


	Course notes, course reader materials, student scratch book  

	The environment in which farmers make their decisions.


	· Environment in which farmers make decisions.

· The structural ecological frame of reference.

· Components of the structural ecological frame of reference. 
	Independent study (6hrs) 

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	Course notes, course reader materials, student scratch book 

	Contemporary  issues in Rural Sociology and Rural Development
	· Peasants and rural development

· Peasantry farming systems

· Emerging rural development approaches

· Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers

· The Millennium Development Goals
	Independent study (8hrs)

Tutorial sessions (2hrs)
	Course notes, course reader materials, student scratch book 


5. SUMMARY OF TIME NEEDED

Independent study covering theory 


60 hrs

Tutorial Hours




20hrs

Practical Hours 
                         


10 hrs

6. OVERALL COURSE EVALUATION

Continuous Assessment Test


30% 

Take Home and Field Based Assignments

10% 

Final examination




60%.

