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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course Credits (CU):
2 CU i.e. 30 Contact Hours per semester
Course Duration: 15 weeks (30 hours) i.e. 30 LH

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course provides a general introduction to extension as field of study and professional practice that capitalises on communication strategies to bring about desirable change in agricultural practice and rural communities. It exposes students to the dynamism associated with the way ‘extension’ is understood as well as how it evolved. Students will explore the roles, professional attributes of practitioners and, the various approaches to provision of agricultural extension so far tried out in developing countries like Uganda.

2. COURSE OBJECTIVES

The overall objective of this course is to enable student acquire the basics of providing advisory services to clients in the agricultural and other developmental contexts.
Specific Course objectives 

The course will enable students to:

1. Demonstrate understanding of agricultural extension from both the historical and present contexts

2. Describe the principles and functions of agricultural extension

3. Explain the strength and weaknesses of some of the extension approaches that have been tried out in developing countries. 

4. Understand gender-related issues in agriculture and development, and appreciate the importance of mainstreaming gender into extension service delivery & technology dissemination

3. RECOMMENDED REFERENCES FOR READING

1. Swanson E. B et, al. (1997) Improving agricultural extension; A reference manual 3rd edition; FAO, Rome. (Chapters 1-4)

2. Hoffmann, V., Gerster-Bentaya M., Christinck A. & Lemma M. (Eds.), (2009). Rural Extension (vol. 1) : Basic Issues and concepts 3rd edition , Margraf  Publishers 
3. Leeuwis C. with A. Van der Ban (2004); from extension to communication for innovation; in ‘Communication for rural innovation’ Rethinking Agricultural Extension; Black well science Oxford & CTA. (Chapter 2; pp 22-38)

4. Mubiru J.B (1999), Evolution of agricultural extension in Uganda in: Agricultural extension systems & methods 

5. Adams M. E. (1988); agricultural extension in developing countries 

6. Van der Ban & Hawkins H. S. (1996) Agricultural Extension.   

7. Rivera W. M. & Gustafson D. J. (1991), Agricultural Extension: Worldwide institutional evolution and forces for change.

8. Leeuwis C. with A. Van der Ban (2004); Social and individual learning; in ‘Communication for rural innovation’ Rethinking Agricultural Extension; Black well science Oxford & CTA. (Chapter 9, pp 147-162)   
 

4. COURSE CONTENT, METHODS OF INSTRUCTION, TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT REQUIRED

	WEEK
	TOPIC
	CONTENT
	METHOD OF INSTRUCTION / Time allocated
	TOOLS / EQUIPMENT NEEDED

	1

 
	1. ‘Defining’ agricultural extension concepts


	· Introduction  & discussion of course overview

· Common interpretations of extension
	Interactive Lectures (2 hrs)

Reading assignment
	Course reader material

Flash cards, Markers White Board, Laptop, LCD Projectors, Paper 

	2
	
	· Basic characteristics and scope of extension

· Common ways of organizing provision of extension services
	Interactive Lectures (2 hrs)


	Laptop, LCD Projectors, Paper

	3
	
	· Comparison of different models of extension
	Interactive Lectures (2 hrs)


	Flash cards, Markers White Board, Laptop, LCD Projectors, Paper

	4


	2. Functions of extension


	· Challenges in the agricultural sector shaping role of extension

· Agricultural development process
	Interactive Lectures (2hrs)

Reading Assignment


	Flash cards, Markers White Board, Laptop, LCD Projectors, Paper

	5
	
	· Contributions of extension to agricultural development

· Shortcomings of agricultural extension in developing countries
	Interactive Lectures (2hrs)

Reading Assignment

Group assignment
	

	6


	3. Philosophy and principles of extension


	· Definitions

· Why a philosophy and principles of extension?

· Principles of extension and relationship to adult / social learning
	 Interactive Lecture (2 hrs)

Reading Assignment


	 Markers White Board, Laptop, LCD Projectors

Paper

	7
	
	· Motivation in adult learning/ extension

· Implications of adult learning principle to extension work
	Interactive Lecture (2 hrs)
	Course notes,

Laptop, LCD Projector, 



	8
	4. The Nature of extension work
	· Roles and responsibilities of extension workers

· Skills and professional qualities required of extension workers
	Interactive Lecture (2 hrs)
	Markers White Board, Laptop, LCD Projector, 

	9
	5. History of Agricultural extension


	· Emergence of agricultural extension (advisory) services

· Development of extension in third world countries

· Historical evolution of agricultural extension in Uganda
	Interactive Lectures (2 hrs)

Reading Assignment 


	Markers White Board, Laptop, LCD Projector, 



	10
	6. Agricultural  extension approaches


	· Definitions of terms

· Factors determining choice of model/ extension approach

· Criteria for characterizing/ differentiating extension approaches /systems:

 
	Continuous assessment test (1hr)
Interactive Lectures (1 hrs)

Reading Assignment 
	Markers White Board, Laptop, LCD Projector, 



	11
	
	i)The conventional agricultural extension approach

(ii) Training and Visit (T & V) 
	Interactive Lectures (2 hrs)


	Course notes,

Laptop, LCD Projector, 



	12
	
	 iii) Commodity development & production approach

 (iv) Integrated Agricultural development programs

 (v)  Integrated rural development programs
	Interactive Lectures (2 hrs)


	Course notes,

Laptop, LCD Projector, 



	13
	
	 vi) Farming systems research and development

(vii) Farmer led & decentralized extension approach (es) e.g. NAADS  
	Interactive Lectures (2 hrs)


	Course notes,

Laptop, LCD Projector, 



	14


	7. Gender issues in agricultural extension services delivery in Uganda
	· ‘Definitions’ of terms

· Gender issues common to agricultural extension


	Interactive Lectures (2hrs)

Reading Assignment


	Markers Laptop, LCD Projector, 



	15
	
	· Gender analysis

· Gender mainstreaming for agricultural extension services
	Interactive Lectures (2hrs)


	Markers Laptop, LCD Projector, 




5. SUMMARY OF TIME NEEDED

Interactive lectures covering theory 

30 hrs

Tutorial Hours



  - hrs

6. OVERALL COURSE EVALUATION

Continuous Assessment Test

20% 

Take Home and group assignments

20% 

Final examination



60%.

