EHR 2207 Disability and Human Rights

Course Description

The Disability and Development (D&D) course focuses on a broad range of issues related to disability and rehabilitation in the context of development. This means that the focus is on people with disabilities in low and middle-income countries. The will help in the realization that the Millennium Development Goals cannot be met without addressing the needs of people with disability. The will discuss issues like; disability and development, the adoption of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, human rights issues in development, education in social and development studies and in international public health. The course will cover essential knowledge and skills in this subject.

Course Objectives

· To develop an understanding of disability and the issues faced by people with disabilities
· To develop knowledge and skills for disability research, policy development and management related to disability, rehabilitation and development
· To acquire insight into the epidemiology of disability, with separate attention for important determinants like gender, poverty and HIV/AIDS
· To learn how to use relevant models of disability and the conceptual framework of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF)
· To understand the importance of human rights in relation to disability and to learn to use the UN Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for advocacy and other rights-based interventions
· To acquire skills and knowledge in measurement and research methods relevant to disability
· [bookmark: _GoBack]To understand the importance of inter-sectorial collaboration
· To gain insight in participatory approaches

Learning Objectives

By the end of the course, the students should have learnt the following:
· An understanding of disability and the issues faced by people with disabilities
· Knowledge and skills for disability research, policy development and management related to disability, rehabilitation and development
· Acquire insight into the epidemiology of disability, with separate attention for important determinants like gender, poverty and HIV/AIDS
· Skills to use relevant models of disability and the conceptual framework of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF)
· The importance of human rights in relation to disability
· The UN Convention for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
· The skills and knowledge in measurement and research methods relevant to disability
· The importance of inter-sectorial collaboration and insight in participatory approaches to handling persons with disabilities



Course Outline

1. Disability models and stereotypes,
2. Frequencies and distribution of disability,
3. Experience of having a disability,
4. ICF conceptual framework,
5. Rights of persons with disabilities, including the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
6. Culture and disability,
7. Determinants of disability, including stigma and discrimination, poverty, gender and HIV/AIDS,
8. Measurement of disability,
9. Disability-relevant research methods, including survey methods, examples of disability research, and
10. An introduction to community-based rehabilitation

Methodology

Lectures with practical exercises, tutorial groups, self study, experiential learning and group assignments

Mode of assessment

Assessment is based on individual assignments, tutorial group work and an individual written examination: Take home exercise 15%; Practical exercise test 15%; End of semester examination 70%. 
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