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Course Description

While science and technology offer opportunities for generating higher standards of living for millions of people and thereby fulfill such goals like the millennium development goals); science and technology is at the same time creating unprecedented problems like Greenhouse gases emissions, environment destruction, biotechnological revolutions e.g., in the health sector, all of which threaten the dignity and sanctity of human life.  This course explores this dialectic, with an emphasis on how particular technologies relate to human rights observance.
Course Objective

As science and technological consciousness pervade and permeate ever, increasing areas of life; this course intends to equip learners with knowledge and awareness of how that unprecedented expansion of scientific and technological knowledge is affecting human rights, but also, how in turn, the human rights awareness may shape scientific and technological applications in that dialectic.

Learning Objectives

(i)	By the end of this course, learners will know how every advance in scientific and 	technological knowledge has affected human rights.

(ii)	Learners will be able to relate specific scientific and technological developments to 	specific human rights issues.

(iii)	Learners will be able to appreciate the complexities debates of biotechnological 	knowledge, and how this is affecting areas like reproductive health.

(iv)	Related to number (iii) above, learners will be able to the human rights issues at 	critically examine

Stake in such areas like reproductive health, genetic engineering.

Course outline 

1. The definition of the concept of technology
2. The origins of the western technological culture
3. Enlightenment, the open industrial society, and human rights
(The enlightenment model of industrial development)
4. A critical analysis of the enlightenment model of industrial development (technological imperialism)
5. Models of development and the technological factor
(Development, choice, and human rights)
6. The "deconstruction" of deterministic models of development
7. GMOs and seed Imperialism 
8. Technology and the Environment
9. Global warming and Climate change 
10. The Right to Privacy 
11. Democracy , Human Rights and the impact of Scientific and Technological Development in Developing countries: Case studies 
12. Human Rights and Advanced technologies 
13. Artificial methods of procreation
14. Medical genetics
15. Compulsory and mandatory medical examinations

Methodology 

The facilitator(s) will employ the following methods; Case study, Guest lecturing, Group work, Interactive lectures, Class discussion, Guided exercise.

Assessment Mode 

Take home exercise 15% 
Practical exercise test 15% 
End of semester examination 70% 
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