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Course Description

The course is designed to provide a critical overview of the theory and practice of EIA as operated internationally to those students who need to understand EIA. The aim of the Module is to provide understanding of EIA and confidence with its application and limitations. 

Learning Objectives

By the end of the course students should be able to: 

· Explain the role of  EIA and the benefits of its adoption into the project planning process; 

· Discuss the purpose and role of EIA in the decision-making process; 

· Discuss the strengths of EIA in regard to environmental management; 

· Explain technical and social/political limitations of EIA; 

· Assess environmental and social impacts; 

· Explain the purpose of developing follow-up procedures, and the options for designing these procedures. 
· Outline the background to the global development of EIA.

Course Outline: 

· Economic development, population growth and impact on the environment.

·  Introduction to Environmental Impact assessment. 

· The history of Environmental Impact assessment (EIA). 

· Purpose and aims of EIA. 

· EIA administration and practice 

· Converging opportunities (i.e. development and environmental protection are complimentary), environmental management and sustainable development. 

· EIA in project planning and management.  

· The costs and benefits of EIA. 

· Introduction to the key principles and elements of EIA, core values (sustainability, integrity, utility). 

· EIA guiding principles (e.g. participation, transparency, flexibility, etc). 

· Introduction to the main features of the EIA system. 

· Role of public participation stages that follow EIA

·  Understanding of the strengths and limitations of EIA
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Method of Course Delivery

· Lectures

· Reading assignments

· Class exercises

Course Evaluation

Coursework constitutes 30% of the total marks and will be based on; a mid-term test, class exercises; and take home assignments. The final examination given at the end of the course constitutes 70% of the final evaluation.

