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Course Description

This course provides insight into the different types of EIA systems, the range of legal, policy and institutional arrangements that can be provided and the directions in which these are developing. It also examines the factors that need to be considered when establishing or modifying a national EIA system.

Learning Objectives

On successful completion of this course, student will be able to: 

· Explain purpose, scope and content of EIA policy and legislation 

· Document requirements of International Organisations and relevant International Environmental Agreements 

· Identify the legal, policy and institutional arrangements and directions which are important.

· State factors which are important when establishing or modifying an EIA system.

· Demonstrate understanding of the legal principles underpinning a functional EIA system 

· Show familiarity with duties placed on local authorities and developers 

· Explain challenges to compliance with environmental legislation and policy

Course Outline

· Outline of the ways a country can develop a national system for EIA. 

· Overview of the legislative and institutional characteristics essential for the support of a national EIA system.  

· Factors that help to establish an effective national EIA system. 

· Steps involved in establishing and modifying a national EIA system.

·  Environmental management in Uganda and legal requirements, National laws. 

· The Environmental Statute 1995, EIA procedure in Uganda and the National Environmental Management Authority (NEMA) EIA guidelines 1997, sectoral guidelines, environmental standards. 

· The role of NEMA, lead agencies, NGOs, Donor agencies, project proponents and the public.  

· The level of public involvement in EIA and the relative advantages and disadvantages they offer. 

· Techniques for communicating with the public. 

· Consensus building and dispute resolution mechanisms. 

· International environmental issues and sustainable development plans. 

· International environmental laws and policies of relevance to EIA -Treaties, conventions etc.
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Method of Course Delivery

· Lectures 

· Class discussions and presentations by the students on selected topics

Course Evaluation

Coursework constitutes 30% of the total marks and will be based on; a mid-term test, class exercises; and presentation by students on selected topics. The final examination given at the end of the course constitutes 70% of the final evaluation.

