EIA 624:
SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT
                4 CU                      

Course description

The course will give an over view of major problems and issues in the assessment and management of environmental impacts of projects; and gives an introduction to socio-cultural concerns,  types of impacts that are considered as well as established methods of carrying out social impact assessment (SIA). 

Course objectives

By the end of this course, students should be able to;

· define social impact assessment and describe the steps in completing a generic social impact assessment 

· state the guiding principles of social impact assessment and explain the importance of each one 

· distinguish some of the key features that characterize social impact assessment and make it distinct from others forms of environmental assessment 

Course outline

· Simple theoretical basis for understanding human behaviour and/or action

·  The relationship between society and the environment. 

· Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Social Impact Assessment (SIA), historical links.

·  Impacts considered by SIA studies: demographic impacts, socio-economic impacts, institutional impacts, psychological and community impacts. Culture, heritage and aesthetics. Interdisciplinary nature of SIA. 

· Basic elements of SIA: scoping, problem identification, formulation of alternatives, profiling, projections, etc. 

· SIA established methods; measurement of attitudes, values, meanings, preferences, satisfaction levels, environmental and risks perception. Social distribution of impacts. 

· Public participation and communication flows, policy, legislation and laws, regulations.  Institutional framework.  

· Case studies emphasizing sectorial guidelines for impact analysis.
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Method of Course Delivery
· Lectures

· Reading assignments

· Field trips

Course Evaluation

Coursework constitutes 40% of the total marks and will be based on; a mid-term test, class exercises; and field work report. The final examination given at the end of the course constitutes 60% of the final evaluation.

