EIA 625:
STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

4 CU
Course description

The course will give an introduction to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), SEA techniques and the key considerations in choosing them, legal issues and institutional frame work. The course will raise awareness about SEA and its importance as well as SEA experiences and good practices.

Course objectives

By the end of this course, students should be able to;

· Describe the sequence of actions within a comprehensive EIA system

· Explain the potential benefits of SEA

· Describe SEA techniques and considerations made while choosing them

· Discuss problems associated with SEA

Course outline

· Introduction to Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). Environmental assessment of policies plans and programmes.

·  Chronological sequence of actions within a comprehensive EIA system. 

· Potential benefits of SEA. 

· The direct and indirect impacts of higher order actions (policies and programmes). 

· SEA methods: screening, scoping, prediction, consultations, public participation, mitigation and monitoring. 

· SEA techniques and the key considerations in choosing them. 

· SEA of policies, plans and programmes in relationship to sectoral activities. 

· Product life cycle analysis. 

· Problems associated with SEA (e.g. methodological, political, attitude, etc). 

· Steps in policy appraisal, use of impact matrix etc. Reporting. Potential of SEA use in Uganda. 

· Legal issues and institutional framework. 

· Case studies emphasizing sectorial guidelines for impact analysis.

Basic reading list

1. African Development Bank. (2003). Integrated Environmental and Social Impact assessment Guidelines.

2. FINIDA. 1998. Guideline to Environmental Impact Assessment.

3. UNEP. (1996). Environmental Impact Assessment: Issues, Trends and Practice.

4. UNEP. (1998). Environmental Impact Assessment Training Manual.

Methods of course delivery
· Lectures

· Reading assignments

· Field trips

Course Evaluation

Coursework constitutes 40% of the total marks and will be based on; a mid-term test, class exercises; and field work report. The final examination given at the end of the course constitutes 60% of the final evaluation.

