EIA 626:   HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT


4 CU

Course description

The course will give an overview on the concept of public health and students will be introduced to methods, basic components and procedural guidelines that are used in health impact assessment.

Learning Objectives

By the end of this course, students should be able to;

· Explain the concept of public health

· Explain the requirements for the evaluation of impacts on public health

· Describe the procedural guidelines in health impact assessment

Course outline

· Introduction to health impact assessment. 

· Requirements for the evaluation of impacts on public health (physical, chemical, social and psychological factors).  
· The concept of public health. Risk assessment. Health impact assessment, strategic assessment, policy appraisal. 
· Trans-disciplinary and inter-sectoral HIA. Public participation in HIA. Basic components of a systems approach that are useful for the assessment of impacts on public health. 
· Diseases: pollution diseases, stress diseases, nutritional diseases, allergies and developmental anomalies. 
· Procedural guidelines in health impact assessment. 
· Important questions in health impact assessment: the physical and social consequences of actions. The impact of policies and programmes on health.  Sectoral programmes impacts on health. Health impact in Uganda.
·  Legal issues and institutional framework. 
· Case studies emphasizing sectoral guidelines for impact analysis.
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Methods of course delivery
· Lectures

· Reading assignments

· Class discussions on selected topics

Course Evaluation

Coursework constitutes 40% of the total marks and will be based on; a mid-term test, contribution to class discussions on selected topics; and take home assignments. The final examination given at the end of the course constitutes 60% of the final evaluation.

