ENE 7101:  FOUNDATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION (Core for all Environment Education students)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The course which targets teachers and people working in the area of conservation in Government and Non-Governmental Organizations, aims at providing the foundation for other courses in Environmental Education (EE).  The learner is exposed to the key concepts and guiding principles of EE; the components of environmental literacy and the major environmental problems and issues at local, national and global levels.  A critical analysis of the relationship between education, ecosystem stability and sustainable development is made.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Learners should be able to:

2 Recall and apply the key concepts and guiding principles of EE in the implementation of EE programmes.
3 Acquire increased environmental knowledge, appropriate attitudes, motivation and skills to solve environmental problems, and to evoke these among the students or community in which he/she lives.

4 Design and implement an EE programme tailored to the particular environmental concerns in an area.

5 Analyze the causes of environmental problems and take appropriate remedial action to solve them.

6 Critically analyze the relationship between EE, Ecosystem stability and sustainable development.

COURSE CONTENT

1.
The Environment:  Structure and function 

· Components of the environment

· Physical 

· Biological

· Socio-cultural 

· Functions of the various components

· Overview of relationship between ecology education, politics, economics and development

2.
Rationale and basic principles of Environmental Education (EE).
· What is EE?  Why EE?

· Evolution of EE

· Components of Environmental literacy.

· Guiding principles of EE.

3 Key concepts of EE 

· Levels of being

· Cycles

· Population growth and carrying capacity.

· Ecologically sustainable development

· Socially sustainable development

· Knowledge and uncertainty

· Sacredness.

4 An overview of the state of the world’s environment 

· Major environmental crises

· Causes: poverty, terms of trade, power dynamics (politics), policies etc.

5 An overview of Uganda’s state of the environment.
· Major environmental problems and issues

· Causes: poverty, lack of awareness, policies etc.

· Action strategies

6 Environmental Education in Uganda.
· Status of EE in Uganda 

· Barriers to environmental literacy

· Agencies, groups, movements and activists involved in EE

· Programme characteristics, design and implementation

· EE for the new challenges

(h)
Practical activities and projects.
These will be assigned when and as they arise along the course.  Field visits will be undertaken to various conservation sites; NGOs, GOs, schools and communities experiencing various EE programmes.

MODE OF DELIVERY, EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT

Mode of Delivery

The course will be conducted through seminars, workshops, lectures, discussions, tutorials, video presentations and individual research. Learners are expected to attend all lectures and practical sessions unless prior permission has been granted.  A leaner who does not attend 80% of lectures and practical sessions will not be allowed to sit for the final examinations.

Evaluation

At the end of the course, the student is expected to present at least ONE typed assignment of 10-15 pages, a report of practical activities or projects undertaken and a JOURNAL that has been kept through the course. This is in addition to the examinations at the end of the semester. Continuous assessment constitutes 40% of the overall grade attained at the end of the course while the final written examination constitutes 60%. 

Suggested Readings List

As in many courses on Environment, this course has no specific references although the following are essential:

1. The State of the Environmental Report for Uganda. (1994, 1996, 1998 & 2000/1, 2004/5); Ministry of Water, Lands and Environment (MoWLE).

2. District Environment Profiles: Ministry of Water, Lands and Environment (MoWLE).

3. Meadows (1989), Harvesting one hundredfold. UNEP.

4. Changing minds – Earthwise, 1976 – 1991.   UNESCO.

5. Environmental Education:  A source book for Teacher Educators in Uganda (1994).  MUIENR.

6. Barrow (1997).  Developing the Environment:  Problems and Management.  London: Longmans.

7. WCED (1987).   Our Common Future.  New York: Oxford University Press.

8. WWF (1992).  Atlas of the Environment.

9. Hungerford et al (1985).  Investigating and Evaluating Environmental Issues and Actions Skills Development Modules. New York: STIPES.

10. Internet sources: The student should check various web sites

