ENE 7202:  TEACHER EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

COURSE DESCRIPTION :
The course which targets teachers and community-based trainers in the area of conservation is meant to equip the learners with skills in the design and formulation of programmes and the communication of environmental messages to particular target groups such as women, school and out of school youth and teachers. The course covers environmental literacy, teacher competences, ITK, communication and practical activities.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course, learners should be able to:

· Acquire skills and knowledge needed to design and implement EE curricula

· Acquire skills required to design and implement EE programmes for school and communities in the locality

· Design various strategies for effectively communicating conservation messages to school children and to members of the local community.

· Assess the effectiveness of environmental education approaches and methods.

· Analyze the existing education system in Uganda for its suitability for integrating EE

· Present a written report of the Field Course undertaken on the status of the environment and EE in that particular locality.

COURSE CONTENT

(a)
Introduction

· Teacher education (TE) in Uganda

· Importance of teachers in Environment Education (EE)

(b)
Environmental literacy

· Elements of literacy

· Literacy in the formal sector

· Literacy in the non-formal sector

· Behavior change

(c)
    Essential teacher competences in EE

· Essential teacher competences:  Ecological competences, conceptual competences, logistical management competences etc.

· Barriers to acquiring the desired competences

· How to train teachers in order to obtain the desired competences

      (d)
    EE curricula/ programmes design and implementation

· How to design interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary curricula

· Implementation of EE programmes

· Strategies of integrating EE: 

· In classrooms

· Through co-curricular activities e.g. Environmental clubs

        (e)      Communicating environmental messages

· Extension approaches

·    Education for environment: School children and out of school youth and adults

· Use of mass media: Newspapers, Television, Drama etc.

· Participatory approaches

· Environmental interpretation.

  (f)

Practical activities and projects

These will be assigned when and as they arise along the course.  Field visits will be undertaken to various conservation sites; NGOs, GOs, schools and communities undertaking various EE programmes.

MODE OF DELIVERY, EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT

Mode of Delivery

The course will be conducted through seminars, workshops, lectures, discussions, tutorials, video presentations and individual research. Learners are expected to attend all lectures and practical sessions unless prior permission has been granted.  A leaner who does not attend 80% of lectures and practical sessions will not be allowed to sit for the final examinations.

Evaluation

At the end of the course, the student is expected to present at least ONE typed assignment of 10-15 pages, a report of practical activities or projects undertaken and a JOURNAL that has been kept through the course. This is in addition to the examinations at the end of the semester. Continuous assessment constitutes 40% of the overall grade attained at the end of the course while the final written examination constitutes 60%. 
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