ENE 7204:  ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND LAW

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

The course introduces the learner to a critical analysis of the rationale, opportunities and implications of environmental law and the land bill on the sustainable utilization of natural resources and development.  In addition, it reviews the legal framework for environmental management in Uganda.  The course covers the major aspects of environmental legislation and relates the principles of common law to environmental management.

COURSE GOALS

By the end of the course, learners should be able to:

· Analyze the relationship between environmental ethics, laws and policies.

· Establish the significance of appropriate laws and policies on the status of the environment and on sustainable development.

· Recall laws governing, the use of land and other natural resources, and the disposal of environmentally unfriendly products.

· Take legal action on an environmental problem when and where appropriate.

COURSE CONTENT

(a) Introduction and overview: 

· The relationship between:

i. Policies, law and environment.

ii. Policies, law and concept of sustainable development.

· Rationale for the course.

 (b)
     Environmental law and policies 

· Definitions and the relationship between environmental law and policy.

· A brief history of international law: from Stockholm Declaration to Rio Declaration.

· Sources of International environmental law: Customary law and treaties.

· Basic principles of international environmental law

· General Introduction

· State responsibility

· The duty to co-operate.

· The duty to avoid environmental harm.

· The duty to compensate for harm.

· Precautionary principle.

· Good neighborliness.

(c)
  International environmental law and legal concerns.
· Ozone depletion: Montreal Protocol & the Vienna Convention for the protection of the ozone layer.

· Global warming.

· Endangered species: Convention on International Trade of endangered species (CITES)

· Deforestation: International Tropical Timber Agreement.

(d)
    National Environmental Law 

(i) Domestic environmental problems.

(ii) Application and scope of the law.

(iii) The common law approach to environmental problems.

(iv) Environmental policy in Uganda.

(v) Legislative Framework for Environmental management.

(vi) The Constitution of Uganda (1995).

(vii) The 1995 National Environment Statute.

(viii) The water statute 1995

(ix) The wildlife statute 1996

(x) The Land bill.

(xi) Overview of other relevant statutes.

(e)
  Conclusions 
MODE OF DELIVERY, EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT

(a) The course will be conducted through seminars, workshops, lectures, discussion, tutorials, video presentations and individual research.  A leaner who does not attend 80% of lectures and practical sessions will not be allowed to sit for the final examinations.

(b) At the end of the course, the student is expected to present TWO written assignments and any other report that may be required as and when the instructor assigns other activities.  This is in addition to the examinations at the end of the semester.

Suggested Readings List

1. The 1995 Environment Statute.

2. The 1995 Constitution of Uganda.

3. Environmental Education: A Source Book for Teachers in Uganda.

4. State of the Environment Report for Uganda (1994, 1996, 1998 & 2001).

5. Environment Management: Issues and Solutions (UNEP Publications).

6. Many other relevant publications are available in this area.

