ENR 1106 : COMPUTER APPLICATIONS

Course Description

Computer applications course is aimed at introducing students to the origin, purpose and use of computers at an elementary level. The course lays foundation for other courses like research methods and statistics, remote sensing and Geographic Information Systems and enables students to use computers in their daily requirements like search for information on the internet. The course also prepares students to use computers in working out world challenges with particular emphasis to environment and natural resource management.

Learning Objectives

By the end of the course students should be able to;

· Understand the origin and history of computers
· Do basic environmental statistical analyses and data management using a computer
· Describe soft and hardware components of a computer
· Compare and contrast operating systems and application programs
· Classify the different functions of the Microsoft suit of programs

· Explain the differences between Local Area Networks and Internet and be able to understand their importance in information communication

· Exhibit the ability to enter, store, organize, retrieve data and generate and communicate information generated from them

· Compile and present a report to an audience using ICT

Course Outline

· What a computer is and computer history. 

· Major systems of a computer; 

· Computer hardware: central processing unit basics, 

· ROM and RAM, memory and storage, keyboards and monitors.  

· Operating systems, introduction to DOS and Windows operating environment, software overview: word processing, data processing and presentation (spreadsheet, graphical and statistical) packages. 

· The Internet and information search. 

· Computer applications in environmental data analysis and management: information handling and organization, storage, retrieval and publishing. 

· E-mail ; access, communication and presentation
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	Methods of course delivery

· Lectures

· Reading assignments

· Practical sessions
· On-line submission of assignments
	Mode of Assessment

· Course Work (Take home essay, Timed essay and Test)

· Practicals  

· Student Presentations

· Final written Exam


