ENR 2106: HUMAN ECOLOGY 

Course Description 

The course addresses extent to which basic concepts and methods of biological ecology and evolution be applied to humans, human adaptation to the environment in explaining human behaviour. The extent to which the general biological theories of evolution and ecology are required to address the unique attributes of humans, especially our culture and complex social organisations

Learning Objectives

 By the end of the course, students should be able to;

· Explain the major biological, cultural, social and environmental mechanisms that cause humans to behave as they do. 

· Discuss theories and hypotheses that biologists, social scientists and historians use to explain human behaviour. 

· Discuss the classical ideas from the disciplines that contribute to human ecology.

· Explain the nature Homo sapiens from an ecological perspective at a reasonable level of sophistication. 

Course Outline

· Introductory concepts/notes: What is human ecology? Environment, technology and culture

· Human natural history: Hunting and gathering societies, Horticultural societies, Pastoral societies, Agrarian societies, Commercial/Industrial societies

· Processes of human ecology and evolution: Basic demographic concepts, Evolution of social organisation

· Systemic interactions: Population regulation in human societies, crime and criminology, Commerce and trade, warfare and population displacement, Diffusion of innovations, Disease exchanges, Technology and environmental degradation- pre-industrial societies, Technology and environmental degradation- post-industrial societies

· Evolutionary transformations of human ecological patterns: The origin of plant and animal domestication, the origin of states and stratification, the development of commercial and industrial societies
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	Methods of course delivery

· Lectures 

· Desk research on selected topics and presentations
	Mode of Assessment

· Course Work (Take home essay, Timed essay and Test)

· Student Presentations

· Final written Exam


