ENR 3204: WETLANDS ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT
Course Description

The course introduces students to key concepts of wetlands ecology and management. It makes students appreciate services and attributes provided by wetlands and hence the need to manage them sustainably. Some of the concepts and issues are introduced and discussed in the field to enable students appreciate the wetland environment and associated management challenges.
Learning Objectives

At the end of the course, students should be able to;

· Describe the importance/values of wetlands ecology and management in environment

· Identify key issues and challenges of wetland management

· Explain the importance of wetland assessment and monitoring in wetland management

· Describe the methods of economic valuation of wetland resources

· Design and apply public awareness strategies in wetland management

· Explain the current policies and laws relating to wetland management

Course Outline

· Introduction and overview of wetland ecology and management; definition, formation and types of wetlands 

· Wetland characteristics: hydrology, drainage, soils composition, geomorphology

· Wetland management and conservation in Uganda; history, issues and challenges 

· Wetland threats: direct and indirect. Onsite and offsite impacts.

· Wetland Assessment and Monitoring: purpose and wetland assessment methods. 

· Assessing wetland health and functioning: variables used in assessing wetland functioning; tools used in wetland monitoring and predicting future changes

· Structure and functioning of wetlands: water wetland plant interaction Values of wetlands; products, services, functions and attributes. 

· Economic valuation of wetland resources; definition, need for economic valuation, approach to wetland valuation, wetland economic benefits, valuing wetland goods and services

· Public awareness and enlightenment; importance of creating awareness, target groups, awareness strategies, factors influencing success of awareness raising, challenges,  

· Laws protecting wetlands; national and international

· Wetland management plan development; need for management planning, selection criteria for managing a given wetland, stakeholder identification and involvement, identification of values,  planning, zoning, monitoring
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	Methods of course delivery

· Lectures, and discussions, 

· Take home essays, class presentations and group discussions

· Field visits to wetlands around Kampala and interactive discussions while in the field

· Role play (students play different roles as wetland managers, and developers and each defends his/her role)
	Mode of Assessment

· Course Work (Take home essay, Timed essay and Test)

· Field Reports 

· Student Presentations

· Final written Exam


