ETHNOBOTANY
Course Code: CFE 3105

Credit Units: 3 CU

Contact Hours: 45

Course Description
The course will equip students with knowledge and skills in Ethnobotanical concepts, principles and practices.
Course Objectives

· To familiarise students with local knowledge about plant resources

· To equip students with skills and techniques in handling plant resources 

· To equip the student with knowledge and skills in conducting Ethnobotanical surveys 

· To introduce students to ethical issues in Ethnobotanical studies and practices, including intellectual property rights.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of the course, the students should be able to:

· Appreciate the Ethnobotanical  concepts, principles and practices 

· Undertake Ethnobotanical surveys 

· Apply and blend the traditional/indigenous knowledge with western scientific knowledge in conservation and management of plant resources. 

· Apply the ethics, including intellectual property rights in the handling and promoting plant resources using indigenous knowledge about plants

Course outline

· Introduction to principles of ethnobotany and Ethnoecology (2LH, 2TH). 

· Ethnobotanical disciplines (2 LH, 2TH). 

· Ethnobotanical and Ethnoecological reference collection (2LH, 4PH). 

· Herbaria. Curation of plant specimens. Sources of ethnobotanical information (4LH, 4PH).

· Plant surveys methods (4LH, 2TH). 

· Collecting plants for photochemical analysis (2LH, 4PH).

· Community herbaria.  Resource use in protected areas; searching for new products in national development (4LH, 2TH, 3PH) 

· Blending traditional knowledge and western scientific knowledge (2LH, 2TH). 

· Linking applied Ethnobotany to conservation and community development (4 LH, 2TH)
· Ethics: intellectual property rights (2LH, 1TH). 

· Bio-piracy. Policy and law (2LH, 2TH).

Mode of delivery
Lectures: 30 LH

Tutorials: 15 TH

Practicals: 15 PH 

Mode of assessment

· Continuous assessment (coursework, test) = 40%

· University examinations = 60%
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