FAM 7202: Clinical Practice in Paediatrics and Child Health

This is a core course that must be passed by all students.

The student will be attached to an active practice of paediatrics in a hospital. Will work in the admission units, special clinics, investigate, attend and guide ward rounds, attend tutorial and clinical teaching as is done in the Department of Paediatrics. She or He will be expected to acquire skills and an attitude to enable her/him care professionally for a sick child. The necessary skills for assessing children, integrating information, making judgement plan and proper treatment of children will have to be demonstrated. The student will also be given assignments, present tutorials and make case presentations to the department of Family Medicine.

Course Objectives: At the end of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate:

1. Appropriate Skills for effective case-management:
2. Appropriate Professional attitude.
3. Appropriate integration of knowledge, attitude, skills and practice 

Course content:

· History –taking and interpretation skills,

· Physical clinical examination skills,

· Laboratory investigations and interpretation skills,

· Treatment and drug management skills,

· Clinical reasoning skills

· Carrying out clinical procedures e.g. Lumbar puncture, Pleural aspiration, Pericardial tapping,

Progressive Assessment:

· Personalised Individual Assessment will be done through clinical case presentations, assessment of ward work, bedside teaching and learning sessions, on-call duty assessment, assessment of mastery of skills and procedures as prescribed in the detailed course content. Two clinical tests based on short cases or Objectively Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) shall be conducted. A certificate of due performance has to be issued midway through the semester and again at the end of the semester before sitting for the end of semester examination. This certificate must be shown at the entrance to the hall for the end of semester university clinical examination. An attendance of less than 80 % will disqualify the student from sitting the end of semester university examination. There shall be at least 10 OSCE stations. 

· The progressive assessment shall contribute 40% of the final mark for the clinical course. 

Summative Assessment

This shall contribute 60% of the final mark for the course. Personalised Individual Assessment, Short cases and OSCE shall be conducted. There will be at least 15 OSCE stations of which at least two shall be oral examinations or viva voce stations one to assess the log book and another oral station to assess the attitude and aptitude of the student. The pass mark for the clinical examination is 60% however the stations shall be weighted differently and the department shall have the prerogative to make one or more stations must-pass stations.

