FAM 8201: principles of Primary Care Surgery

Course description: The student will be working closely with specialists in the Department of Surgery during ward rounds, OPD clinics, emergency duties, discussions, tutorials, journal clubs, special diagnostic laboratory procedures etc.  The student will also be given assignments, present tutorials and make case presentations to the department of Family Medicine. 

Objectives: By the end of this course, the student will be expected to:

· Demonstrate knowledge of the management of common surgical conditions using evidence-based-medicine approach.

· Demonstrate ability to recognise or suspect rare or complicated surgical conditions

· Demonstrate knowledge of supportive care that can be given to patients

· Keep a Problem-Oriented-Medical-Record (POMR)  

· Demonstrate knowledge of the management of surgical emergencies.

· Demonstrate knowledge of when and how to refer.

· Discuss the diagnosis and management of common and important (vide supra) surgical conditions.

· Demonstrate ability to carry out a specified number of surgical operations and procedures.

· Understand the principles of community surgery especially the role of a doctor and techniques used in primary health care for the prevention and early detection of surgical disease, screening procedures for conditions  eg. Breast or bowel neoplasia, melanoma etc.  He/she shall be skilled in the above emergency surgical procedures and be confident in routine non emergency operations.  He/She should be able to investigate the patient appropriately before referral to the surgeon. The student will also be given assignments, present tutorials and make case presentations to the department of Family Medicine.

Delivery methods:

Seminars, lectures, tutorials, and assignments will be given. At the end of the course, the student will be expected to have mastered the fundamentals of applied anatomy for surgical practice, the Pathophysiology of common tropical surgical conditions and know well enough the less common conditions to be able to identify them in practice. Will also be expected to suspect rare conditions early enough to make a referral The art and craft of surgery, the principles of infection control, the maintenance of theatre etiquette, principles of anaesthesia, the Pathophysiology of common fractures, principles of managing head injury, hernias, appendicitis etc. Working knowledge of how to manage emergencies and shock, renal failure, cardiac tamponade etc is mandatory. Above all the student will be cognizant of how and what in communities to reduce the impact of surgical conditions on the population. The student will also be given assignments, present tutorials and make case presentations to the department of Family Medicine.

Performance outcomes

The graduate should be able to provide quality surgical care at different levels of the health care system as need may arise.  She/he be able to recognise the majority of surgical conditioning presenting in the service community.  She/he should definitively manage or refer after emergency resuscitation at all emergencies of surgical nature.  She/he should be able to identify some of the rare conditions and should be able to provide continuing rehabilitation in the home work place or community.

Assessment

All the assessments shall be jointly planned and jointly carried out by the host department and the mother department. He course shall be assessed in two broad parts as follows:

a) Coursework progressive assessment

· The course work shall be assessed in a formative manner or progressively. This will contribute 40% of the total mark at the end of the course assessment.

· This will consist of at least two tests, or at least one test and one take-home assignment.
· There will be a minimum requirement of 80% attendance course work. 

· A minimum overall pass mark of 60 % must be obtained.

· A continuous progressive assessment will be made using logbooks and instructors’/supervisors’ personal observations for the cognitive domain.

b) End of Semester examinations shall contribute 60% of the total mark and will comprise of the following:

-
Paper I: Short answer questions or modified essay questions (MEQ).

-
Paper II Multiple Choice Questions (MCQ) or Extended Marching Questions (EMQs).

