FOM 1205
Forest Ecosystems and Livelihoods (3 CU)


Course Name: FORESTRY ECOSYSTEMS AND LIVELIHOODS
Course Code: CFE 1205


Credit Units: 3 CU

Contact Hours: 45

Course Description
The course introduces the students to the principles and relationships between forestry and people’s livelihoods.

Course Objectives

To help the students appreciate the contribution of forest ecosystems to the socio-economic development.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the course, student should be able to:

· Explain the importance of forest ecosystems to community livelihoods

· Describe the strengths and weaknesses of rural livelihood theories and approaches
· Integrate different theories and approaches in designing livelihoods enhancement programmes
Course Outline

· Concepts of on-farm forestry and poverty reduction (2LH, 2TH)

· Livelihood sources, context, strategies and outcomes (2LH, 2TH)

· Forestry activities and farm-based livelihood strategies (2LH, 2TH)

· Diversification vs. intensification strategies (2LH, 2TH)

· Farming calendar and division of labour, multi-dimensional causes and effects of poverty (4LH, 4TH)

· Role of forestry in rural development (2LH, 2TH)

· Poverty and natural resource degradation processes (4LH, 4TH)

· Forestry and rural-urban migration trends (2LH, 2TH)

· Local tree resources and modes of production (2LH, 2TH)

· Poverty eradication designs: MDGs and PEAP, Plan for Modernization of Agriculture and Rural Micro-Financial and Credit Schemes in Uganda (4LH, 4TH)

· Action oriented projects and participatory strategies; forestry and carbon trade. (4LH, 4TH)

Mode of delivery: 

Lectures: 
30 LH

Tutorials: 
30 TH

Method of Assessment:

· Continuous assessment
40%

· Final examination

60%

· Total course mark

100%

Basic Reading List

Boffa, J.M, L. Turomurugyengo, L. Barnekow and R. Kindt. (2005). Enhancing farm tree diversity as a means of conserving landscape-based biodiversity: Insights from Kigezi highlands Southwest Uganda. Mountain Research Development 25: 212-217.

Briggs, L., and S. J. Twomlow. (2002). Organic material flows within a smallholder highland farming system in south-western Uganda. Agriculture, Ecosystems and Environment 89:191-212.

Buyinza, M. and M. Nabalegwa. (2007). Gender mainstreaming and community participation in plant resource conservation in Buzaya county, Kamuli district, Uganda. African Journal of Ecology 45: 7-12.

Carswell, G., 2002. Farmers and fallowing: Agricultural Change in Kigezi District, Uganda. Geographical Journal 168 (2):130-140.

De Beer,F. and H.Swanepoel. 2000. Introduction to Development Studies. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

MAAIF. (2000). Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industries and Fisheries. National Agricultural Advisory Services Programme (NAADS), Master Document of the NAADS Task Force and Joint Donor Groups. Government of Uganda, Entebbe. Pp 32 - 39. 

Masangano, C. (1996).  Diffusion of Agroforestry Technologies. Online document at URL.  http://www.msu.edu/user/masangn/agrof.html. Accessed on May 10, 2004. 

Nyirenda, M., G. Kanyama-Phiri, A. Bohringer and C. Haule. (2001). Economic performance of improved fallow agroforestry technology for smallholder maize production in Central Malawi. African Journal of Crop Science 5: 638 - 687

UN (UNITED NATIONS), 2005. United Nations Conference Environment and Development (UNCED). 1992, Rio de Janeiro). www.un.org/documents. 04.07.2005.

WARNER, K., 2005. Involving Communities in forest Management (Draft). FAO’s web page www.fao.org/forestry/fon/fonp/cpu/cfu-est.05.07.2005.
