LIT 2104
Course name:

East African Literature (Elective Course: 3 contact hours per week) 

Course Tutor:

J. Taabu Busimba (JTB)

Course Description

The course is a study of thematic strands in East Africa Literature. It is intended to provide a platform for students to make literary appraisals of the socio-economic and cultural-ideological picture of East African Literature. The course attempts to cover the pre-colonial, colonial and the post-colonial periods of East African literary production, across the major genres. It also introduces students to the critical trends in East African Literature.

SECTION A: BACKGROUND

Week 1: 
(i) Introduction:  Salient features of East African Literature

(ii) East African literary heritage: oral artistic production

Week 2: 
(i) Approaches to the study of East African Literature

(ii) East African writers and their influences

SECTION B: FICTION

Week 3: 
(i) Introduction

(ii) Images of the African in the early novel by ‘expatriate’ (colonial) writers: Huxley, The Flame Trees of Thika
Week 4:
The early novel of liberalist vision (in English):
Ngugi, The River Between
Week 5: 
Dynamics of   'growing up' in the Ugandan novel: Timothy Wangusa, Upon this Mountain

Week 6: 
Challenges of urbanization, Meja Mwangi, Going Down River Road/Kill me Quick 

1st Coursework Assignment 

Week 7:
 The East African short story 

SECTION C: DRAMA
Week 8:
(i) Introduction

(ii) Socio-political progress in East African drama in English: Ngugi, The Black Hermit
Week 9: 
Drama of ‘Pan-africanism’: Austin Bukenya, The Bride

Week 10: 
 Disillusionment and betrayal in the modern East African state: F. Imbuga, Betrayal in the City 

Week 11: 
A study in evil in East African drama: John Ruganda, The Floods 




2nd Coursework Assignment

SECTION D: POETRY

Week 12:  
(i) Introduction

(ii) Major themes in East African verse

Week 13: 
The African long poem: Okot p'Bitek, Song of Lawino
SECTION E: CRITICISM IN  EAST AFRICAN LITERATURE

Week 14: 
(i) Introduction

(ii) Trends in the criticism of East African Literature

Weeks 15, 16 & 17: Examinations

