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Elements and Scope Of The Novel
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Course Description

This course is designed as an undergraduate Second Year program for B.A and B.A Education students.  It is a Core course intended to introduce learners to the broad theory of the Novel Genre.  The course offers a survey of the broad aspects of fiction generally and of the novel particularly.  In the course of surveying these aspects, the course will relate them to other genres i.e. poetry, drama, and orature.  The course will also explore the relationship between fiction and real life human experience.

The course utilizes 3 hours every week.  Two hours will be lectures and the other hour, a tutorial.  The tutorial is student oriented and is intended to provide opportunities for discussions, and questions.  Therefore, by the end of the semester students are expected to have utilized, both at lecture and tutorial level, 45 hours.  In addition, students will have submitted 2 course work essays.  Students are advised to take coursework seriously since it contributes 30% of the end of year examination in this course. 

COURSE CONTENT

Week 1:
Registration

Week 2:
Introduction:
The World of the Novel 

Week 3:
Plot, Action, Structure & Proportion

Week 4:
Characters: The People in Fiction 

Week 5:
Setting: Place and Objects in the Novel

Week 6:
Narrative Technique: How the story gets told 

Week 7
Point of View: Placement & relationship of the storyteller to the events of the story 

Week 8:
Language and Style: The Words that tell the story 

Week 9:
Atmosphere & Tone: Attitude and Control in the Novel

Week 10:
Symbolism & Allegory: Keys to extend Meaning in the Novel.

Week 11:
Themes & Ideas: The Meaning and the Message in the Novel

Week 12:
Life & the Art of Fiction: A Study in Wuthering Heights

Week 13:
Discussion

Week 14 - 15
 Summing Up 

Week 16 - 17
Examinations

COURSEWORK ASSIGNMENT PROGRAM

First coursework submission Saturday 8th April 2006 

Second coursework submission Saturday 6th May 2006 

ESSENTIAL READING:
1. Achebe, C. (1958) Things Fall Apart, Heinmann, London.

2. Armah A. K. ( 1968)
The BeautyfulOnes Are Not Yet Born.  London, 

    Heinmann.

3. Bronte E. (1848) Wuthering Heights, London, Penguin.

4. Dickens C. (1861) Great Expectations, London, Penguin.

5. Golding W. (1954) Lord of the Flies, London, Faber and Faber.

6. Hardy T. (1891) Tess of the d'urbevilles, London Penguin.
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