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Course Outline

1.
Introduction

· What is Oral Literature?

· Why study Oral Literature?

· Oral Literature and society, functions of Oral Literature

· Fieldwork in Oral Literature

· Genres of Oral Literature

2.
Oral Narratives: Common categories

· Myth, legend, fable, etiological narratives, ogre/monster stories, trickster stories, human tales, etc

· Rendition of Narratives

· Studying Oral Narratives

· Social functions of narratives

3.
Oral Poetry

· Categories and Classification of Oral Poetry

· Features of Oral Poetry

· Performance of Oral Poetry

· Functions of Oral Poetry

· Studying an Oral Poem

4.
Short Forms/Brief Genres

(i)
The Proverb
· Definition

· Classification of Proverbs

· Rendition/Performance of the proverb

· Functions of the proverb

· Studying the proverb

(ii)
Riddles/Puzzles
· Definitions

· Classification of Riddles/Puzzles

· Performance of Riddles

· Value of riddles

· Studying a riddle

5.
Coursework Assignments and Examination
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