LIT 7101


Course name:

Research Methods

Course Instructor:
Dr. Abasi Kiyimba

Course Content:

This course is intended to equip graduate students with skills for undertaking research in the Humanities in general and in Literature in particular.  By the end of the cause, the student should have a clear theoretical understanding of theories of knowledge and research.  He/she should also be equipped with practical skills that would enable him/her to access information from various sources, to plan and execute field research, and make a careful analysis of the data collected as well as presenting a well written dissertation.

1. Introduction

· Defining Research and Methodology

· Research and Theories of Knowledge

· Basic Principles of research

2. Research Methodology and Research Strategies

a) Qualitative Research and Quantitative Research

b) Philosophical Perspectives to research

· Positivist research

· Interpretative research

· Critical research

c) Qualitative Research Methods

· Action Research

· Case study Research

· Ethnographic research

· Grounded theory of research

d) Qualitative techniques of Data Collection

· Interviews

· Observation

· Participant Observation and fieldwork

· Archival research

· Questionnaire

· Focus Group Discussion

e) Quantitative Research Methods

· Survey Methods

· Laboratory experiments

· Formal methods e.g. econometrics

· Numerical methods e.g. Mathematical modeling

3. Launching into the Research 

· Selecting the Topic

· Defining and Delimiting the topic

· Researching the topic

4. Preparing the Research Proposal

· General Introduction and Background to the study

· Specifying the research question (s)

· Designing research tools

· Selecting cases (where applicable)

· Shaping and reshaping the hypotheses

· Reviewing related literature

· Justifying the research

· Defining Key terms

· Stating the Objectives and significance of the research

· Stating the Methodology of the research

· Settling for a theoretical framework

· The Format of the research proposal

5. Collection and Recording of Data from the information sources

a) Libraries and Library systems

· Compiling a working Bibliography

· Note cards and Bibliography cards

· Taking Notes and documenting sources

b) Information Technology

c) Field Research 

· Defining the field

· Preparing for the field

· The Dynamics of the field

· Data collection from the field

d)
Other sources of information


6. Data Analysis

· Transcribing and Translation

· Standard methods of Data analysis

· Unique method of Data Analysis

7. Writing the Dissertation

· Dissertation format

· Preliminaries

· The Text and its divisions

· Concluding the dissertation

8. The Mechanics of Writing

· Spelling and Punctuation

· Quotations, Italics and Underlining

· Style and Wording

9. Documentation of sources

· Documenting unpublished sources

· Citation/Reference styles

· Notes:  Footnotes and Endnotes

· Bibliography 

· Appendices

Conclusion:

· This course is intended to equip graduate students with skills for undertaking research in the humanities in general and in Literature in particular.

· The skills include the development of awareness of the issues underlying the choice of a particular methodology in the gathering, processing, analysis and interpretation of information.

· The students are also assisted in expanding their knowledge and understanding of multivariate designs and statistical methods in social research.
· The basics of research

· Collection and recording of data

· Writing up and presentation of thesis

