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Introduction

This course is a follow up of the First Semester Course Lit 101:  Language and Literature.  While Lit 101 focused on the nature of Language as a general medium of communication and its relationship to literature, this course deals with the entire process that produces the literary text.  The aim is to equip the student with means of  to competently accessing the meaning of the literary text by giving him/her a thorough understanding of the background issues that determine and inform the style of the literary text, as well as the various factors that govern the way language operates in a literary text.

The course begins by focusing on the understanding of the terms "style" and "stylistics".  While some usages restrict them to the deployment of specific devices such as figures of speech, diction, rhetoric, syntactic patterns etc. (to the exclusion of content or message, this course looks at style in broader terms as that quality that gives distinctive excellence to a work of art, brought about by a constant interplay of all the elements involved in the production of the literary text such as the author, subject, medium and form.  This perspective looks at literary stylistics as the study of the process that accounts for the expressive value of the literary text.

Using the above understanding of style and stylistics, the course proceeds to broadly examine the various elements that account for the existence of the literary text.  These include the author, the background, setting, subject matter, plot and story, characterization and language.  It is hoped that a clear understanding of the above elements will give the student the appropriate foundation that he/she needs to examine features of style in any kind of literary work.  The course also looks at the different genres of literature, and the various stylistic choices open to the author within the context of these genres. 

Finally, the course looks at style in special forms of communication such as newspapers, religious sermons, letters, legal documents and interpersonal communication (as in conversation and quarrels).  The interest at this stage will mainly be on the impact of subject and audience on style, and in the way this type of communication relates to mainstream study of literary stylistics.

Assessment

Students will submit two coursework assignments in this paper.  The coursework accounts for 30% of the final mark.  They will also sit a three-hour written examination that accounts for 70% of the total mark.  

Attendance of both lectures and tutorials is compulsory.

Course Outline

Week I
:
Introduction to the subject of Literary Stylistics

Week 2:
Elements of Literary Style:  A general Overview.

Week 3:
Author, Setting and Background.

Week 4:
Story, Plot, and Structure.

Week 5:
Characterization and subject matter.

Week 6:
Language and Literary Style

Week 7:
Genres and their Stylistic Peculiarities.

Week 8:
Style in Prose

· Types of prose: Fiction and Non-fiction

· Syntax and Narrative structure

· Diction, register and descriptive prose

Week 9:
Style in Drama

· Types of Theatre:  Conventional theatre, Popular Theatre Television and Radio drama

· Style and Modes of Dramatic expression

· Tragedy, comedy, tragicomedy,

Melodrama and farce.

· Dramatic Speech and Visual Imagery

Week 10:
Style in Poetry

· Types of Poetry:  Narrative, Lyric, Dramatic, Epic etc.

· External and Internal structure

· Sound in Poetry - devices and patterns

Week 11:
Style in Poetry: Features of Poetic Style  

· Figures of Speech

· Sound devices and sound patterns

· Tone, mood and attitude

Week 12:
Literary Criticism and Critical Terminology

Week 13:
Style in other Forms of Communication

· Newspapers, religious sermons, letters and legal documents

· Style in Oral Communication - Conversation, quarrels etc.

Week 14:
Style, Subject, Audience and Content: a General Review.

Week 15:
EXAMINATIONS
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