LLE 7103    CLASSROOM CULTURES AND LANGUAGE PEDAGOGY (Elective for MED LLE) 
Course Description:
The course will explore the possible strategies that a teacher can take while handling large language classes in the Ugandan secondary schools. With the advent of Universal Secondary Schools (USE) and privately owned schools, students in a single class seem to have no limit. The course aims at guiding teachers and curriculum designers in probable ways of helping the teacher to be as effective as they would be just like in smaller classes.
Objectives:
The course is styled to equip learners with;
i) knowledge of the various categories of language classes

ii) competence for handling large classes effectively

iii) various activities and materials that are useful in large classes

iv) competence for designing own activities and materials outside the common ones

Learning Outcomes
Learners will be able to:

i) categorize the different classes numerically to decide on the class sizes

ii) critique the common opinions about large classes and give their own definitions of large classes Vs. the Education policy

iii) apply the suggested strategies/activities in a large language class

iv) illustrate 

Content:
Learners will be exposed to the various definitions of large classes and the government policy on class sizes. They will be encouraged to give their own views about ideal language class sizes visa vis the content and requirements of language as a subject.  During the course learners will have detailed exposure to the various activities and materials that can be used in language classes; they will study and analyse various language classes to get a clearer picture of the implications of large classes to the teacher of language.

Teaching methods

Lectures; Group/pair work; Seminar presentations and Demonstration and Peer Reviewing
Course Outline

	Week
	Content/Activity

	1 & 2
	Introductions

· The concept of large classes

· Relative concept with language ability variations

	3
	Challenges of large language classes

· to the learners

· to the teacher

· the school management

· the content

	4
	Nature of language as a subject

· time tabling (more lessons)

· daily assessment/evaluation

· language of instruction

· expansive content area

· daily use of materials

· requires a large staff

	5 & 6
	Advantages and Disadvantages of large language classes

· in relation to materials

· in relation to activities

· in relation to teacher preparation

· in relation to methods

	7
	Reflections on government policy on class sizes

· private schools

· government schools

· uniformity as opposed to school policy/targets

· government monitoring agencies

· implications of the thematic curriculum

· implications of USE 

	8 & 9
	Possible strategies/activities of handling large language classes

· revision and use of some primary approaches

· for example: choral drills, songs, co-teaching

· other activities/strategies: dictation, group work, pair work, re organizing the sitting arrangement, establishing permanent groups, dictogloss, shifting the class, ‘working together’, games, contests, establishing clear rules, etc

	10
	Language materials in large classes

· use of flash cards (cheapest?)

· the visual, audio

· objects from the environment

· pictures, graphs, handouts

	N11
	Seminar presentations

· seminar areas/topics to be distributed by the course leader

· learners present to the class and department staff as allocated by the course leader

	12 & 13
	Practical observations
· learners are assigned language classes in selected schools

· course leader assigns role/guideline for the observation

· presentations are made to the class and members of the department

	14 & 15
	Preparing to teach large language classes

· lesson plans

· schemes of work

· departmental syllabus/guide

· conclusions

	16 & 17
	End of Semester Examinations
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