LLE 7206:     INTEGRATING ORAL LITERATURE IN SCHOOL CURRICULA
Course Description:


Oral Literature is one ligament of literature that is currently finding its place in the secondary school curriculum. This course aims at designing possible ways in which oral literature can fit within the structure of the curriculum while at the same time maintaining its major characteristic of performance. The National Curriculum Development Centre released a literature curriculum in 2009 and suggested that oral literature is one of the components of literature that could be taught in the lower secondary grades. This course reflects on this development and it involves the basics of oral literature and its sustainability in a multilingual classroom.  

Objectives:
This course will equip learners with:

i) more knowledge about oral literature

ii) the ability to teach oral literature at various secondary school levels

iii) skills to critique oral literature texts visa vis the needs/background of the learners

iv) ability to teach oral literature without losing the core features like performance

v) performance skills
Learning Outcomes:
Learners will be able to:

i) conduct research in oral literature

ii) select and design oral literature texts to use in different grades

iii) integrate oral literature in the language and other literature classes

iv) make collections of various oral literature texts for reference purposes

v) apply

Content

Learners will revise the nature of oral literature and discuss its importance in the secondary school curriculum. The secondary school syllabus will provide the basis of fitting oral literature within the school structure. The learners will be required to carry out field work research to find the sources of oral literature and the nature of its performance. The various uses of oral literature in the language classroom will be discussed in detail. 

Teaching Approaches and Methods

Brain storming

Lecture 

Case study

Field research

Seminar/workshop

Course Outline

	Week
	Content/activity

	1& 2
	Reviewing the nature of Oral Literature

· working definitions

· Oral narratives
· Oral poetry
· Short forms/brief genres
· Values of oral tradition to the learners

	3 & 4
	Oral Literature in the Lower Grades

· Choice of content/texts

· Style of presentation

· Classroom performances

· The ethical concerns for the young adults

· NCDC aims and interests

· Improvising for the lower classes

	5
	The dynamic nature of oral literature and the classroom challenges

· Need for space

· Instruments/accompaniments/costumes

· The modern/urban child

· Large classes

· Learners’/teacher’s attitude

· School programmes/timetabling

· School set up

	6
	Teacher’s and learners’ role in the collecting/compiling oral literature texts for the classroom

· Identifying the sources of information

· Catering for the diverse cultures

· Designing the  strategies of collection

· Practical involvement in data collection

	7
	Philosophical beliefs vs. ‘Modern’ thinking

· Popular oral literature

· Adaptations of oral tradition by modern artists 

· Students’ own interest

· Local oral literature vs. foreign oral literature

· Scientific culture vs. oral literature

	8
	Oral literature and teaching reading and writing

· The style of recorded/written oral literature 

· Linguistic patterns  in oral literature that enhance reading

· Repeated wording

· Simplicity in presentation

· Brevity

· Songs  

	9
	Interpreting Content through oral literature and classroom activities

· Fiction, drama, poetry

· Comparison

· Storytelling sessions within the literature class

· Creativity by both the teacher and the learner

· Placing the text within its cultural context

	10
	Preparing for the oral literature class

· Lesson plan using the time maximally

· Fitting within the literature or language scheme of work

· Collection of oral texts 

· Teaching oral literature across the curriculum

· Preparing materials for oral literature classes

	12 & 13
	Field work and research 

· Written and take home assignments

· Assignments could relate to actual collection/compilation of oral literature texts, lesson preparation of oral literature lessons, etc

	14 & 15
	Presentations

· Presenting findings to the class or member of staff in the department

· Taking the test

	16 & 17
	End of Semester  II university Examinations


Materials

· Ògúnjìmí, Abdul Rasheed Na'allah Introduction to African Oral Literature and Performance

· Carol Lauritzen  Oral Literature and the Teaching of Reading The Reading Teacher, Vol. 33, No. 7 (Apr., 1980), pp. 787-790 International Reading Association 

· Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20195120

· Finnegan, R. (1970) Oral Literature in Africa. OUP, Nairobi.

· Okpewho,  I. (1992) African Oral Literature. Indiana University Press, Bloomington & Indianapolis.

· Sunkuli, L.O. & Miruka, O. (1990) A Dictionary of Oral Literature. EAPH, Nairobi
