MAJC 7202

Course name:

Media, Democracy and Human Rights

Lecturer: 

Peter G. Mwesige and David Ouma Balikowa

Contact hours: 
60

Course objectives: 
To interrogate the relationship between the news media and political, social and economic institutions

Course description: 
Course is designed to enable students understand the media’s role in fostering democratic rule and observance of human rights with special focus on the developing countries; discussion of the different interpretations of democracy; place of civic journalism and community media; media’s role in ensuring accountability and transparency in public institutions; issues related to special interest groups like women, children, disabled and minority groups; the work of central government, districts, decentralization system and the role of NGOs.

Course content:

1. The News Media and the Democratic Process: The Need for an Informed Citizenry.

2. Media and Political Knowledge.

3. Free expression; Press Freedom; the role of a free press in democracy.

4. Political Communication Systems & Democratic Values.

5. Negativism, Cynicism and Attack Journalism.

6. The Media and Civic Engagement.

7. The New Media and Civic Engagement

8. News Media Coverage of Politics, Political Issues, and Political Institutions.

9. The Media in Uganda History

10. Theorising Media and Democracy in Africa

11. Critical Perspectives

12. Media and Interest Groups

13. Media Ownership and the Democratic Ideal 

14. Media and Human Rights  
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