MELL 7106
Language Course Design, Management and Evaluation

Course Description:
This course in curricular matters is based on observation of gaps in teachers’ and other educators’ knowledge of essentials in language course design and development and their implications for the development of language skills.  Its overall aim is to groom language curriculum leadership through (i) exposing learners to historical and contemporary curricular theory and (ii) practicing them in the development, review and evaluation of language courses.  Thus the course targets the development of critical-analytical practice, through practical hands-on teaching and learners’ understanding of the forces that combine to influence choice of language learning content, the approaches to teaching it, and the yardsticks for evaluating its delivery. 

Learning Outcomes:
The learner is expected to demonstrate ability to: 

(i) design appropriate language courses for educational and other teaching and training institutions;

(ii) advise clients on the development of language courses for specified groups of learners;

(iii) oversee the implementation of language courses in specified educational and other training programmes, and

(iv) evaluate the performance of courses in specified language teaching contexts.

Objectives

This course will equip the learner with skills to:

(i) critique stakeholder expectations of the outcomes of language teaching and training programmes

(ii) assess the learning needs of target language programme beneficiaries 

(iii) collect and analyse contextual data to inform language course design

(iv) design language teaching/learning curricula 

(v) manipulate educational and other resources for effective delivery of language curricula

(vi) design, use and interpret language curriculum evaluation materials

Content

Learners will study selected language theories as well as curricula theory and their philosophies and challenges.  They will search for and analyse the expectations of key stakeholders in selected language teaching settings and their implications for content and design.  They will study the process of establishing language courses  in different educational programmes, examine the facilitating factors and the hindrances, and discuss suitable approaches to effective management of courses and entire programmes.  Learners will also identify and evaluate selected courses  for primary, secondary and tertiary grades, and critique their own and others’ evaluation.    

Teaching Approaches and Methods

Lecture

Seminar

Small group

Course Outline

	Week
	Content/Activity

	1
	Language Theory and Research

Curriculum Theory and Research 

· Language acquisition and its implications for course design

· What curriculum is and what it isn’t

· Theories of effective language curriculum 

	2 & 3
	Situational Analysis & Needs Assessment

· Societal expectations for language learning in formal programmes

· Competence weighted needs

· Relevance weighted wants

· Washback from language exams

	4  
	Goal-oriented Language Course Design

· Communicative syllabus design

· Interactive Approaches

	5 & 6
	Social Justice Language Education Approaches

· Quality in our schools and others

· Determining value for future citizenship

· Bottom-down and Top-down values

· Empowering teachers for curriculum leadership

	7
	Integrating Language and Literature Teaching

· Textual semiotics in literature teaching

· Using literature in the language classroom

· Texts, teachers and learners; What readers do to texts; How texts affect readers

	8
	Language Curriculum Interpretation and Supervision

· The curriculum leader’s roles and responsibilities

· Teachers as gatekeeper implementers

· Support supervision for language and literature programmes

· Mentoring and coaching curriculum implementers

	9 & 10
	Stages in Language Curriculum and Syllabus Development

· Definition of language competences

· Defining language and linguistic outcomes

· Selecting, grading and sequencing language content

· Developing guidelines for language learning assessment

	11
	Mobilising Resources for Language and Literature Courses

· Identifying textbook and non-textbook instructional materials

· Vetting materials for curriculum grade levels

	11, 12 &13
	Language Course Review and Evaluation

· Justification for curriculum review and revision

· Theoretical underpinnings 

· Practices in language curriculum review

· Review of primary, secondary and tertiary courses in Uganda

	14 & 15
	Designing, Implementing and Evaluating Language and Literature Teaching Projects

· Language project design

· Class and school literary culture

· Case studies 

	16 &17
	Examinations
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Assessment

Learning on this course will be assessed by coursework, marked out of 40%, and written examination, marked out of 60.  Coursework will consist of both short written assignments and practical case-based problem-solving activities.  Part of the coursework assessment will be conducted during seminar presentations following research by small groups. 

