NATURAL FOREST SILVICULTURE

Course Code: FBM 2105

Credit Units: 3 CU

Contact Hours: 45

Course Description 
The course will equip students with knowledge and skills in management of natural forests for nature conservation and commercial production. Learners will be equipped with tools to integrate social, economic, and ecological objectives into management of natural forests.

Objectives

· To understand methods of establishing and verifying sustainable silvicultural systems in natural forests

· To  understand inventory and resource assessment in natural forests

· To design and use natural forest harvesting infrastructure and tools

· To compare importance of  selective logging and clear felling

· To understand the importance of forest gaps in natural forests.

Learning outcomes
After completing the course, students should be able to;
· Manage natural forests for both commercial exploitation and environmental conservation

· Identify linkages and interactions between various silvicultural options used to sustain commercial production in natural forests

· Use environmental performance indicators to evaluate the sustainability of various silvicultural management options in natural forests

Course Outline 

· Introduction to natural forests (5 LH; 5 PH)

· Commercial importance of natural forests (4 LH; 4 PH)

·  Importance of silvicultural operations in natural forests (3 LH; 3 PH)

·  Sustainable production in natural forests (3 LH; 3 PH)

· Restoration Silviculture in natural forests ( 5 LH; 5 PH)

· Monitoring Impacts of Silvicultural Practices (3 LH; 3 PH)

· Performance Assessment of a natural forests (4 LH; 4 PH)

· The future of commercial productions in natural forests (3 LH; 3 PH)

Mode of delivery: 

Lectures: 30 CH; Practicals: 30 PH 

Mode of assessment

· Continuous assessment (coursework, field and laboratory practical reports, tests) = 40%

· University examinations = 60%
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