PAT 8403: Proposal Writing and Presentation.
Objectives: 

1. The main objective of this course is at the end of the course, the trainee is expected to be able to have a research proposal approved by SBS IRB. To be able to do this, it is expected the trainee, during the course should be able to 

2. Write a scientifically sound research proposal in his or her area of interest according to the recommendation of Makerere University 

3. Obtain departmental approval for his/hers research topic or area by the first week of the semester.

4. Make a brief and comprehensive 15 minute-presentation at the department on the proposed study topic including background, research questions, conceptual framework study objectives, materials and methods.  
5. Amend or correct the proposal in accordance to the recommendations at the department within the first three weeks of the semester. 

6. Submit the corrected proposal to the SBS IRB by the fifth week of the semester 

Content: Principles of research proposal writing learned in the student’s first year will be applied out in this course particularly taking into account that all scientific research much be scientifically sound. The course will expose the student to the art and science of writing good research proposals. This will further their skills in electronic scientific data search. increase their awareness about data analysis software packages and bibliography managing. 

The presentation of the final draft proposal at the department shall be by the first week of the semester and this shall constitute the progressive assessment for this course. The proposal presentation at the department shall be not less than 45 minutes in total carried under panel of at least 5 (two of which should be members of the research committee) specialists in the area excluding the supervisors. 

The corrections shall be made to the satisfaction of at least two members of the department who were present at the departmental meeting at which the student presented. The two members will be nominated/elected at time when the trainee presents. The two members shall be required to prepare a written permission for the student to submit the corrected version of the proposal to the SBS IRB. This will constitute a progressive examination for this course and the two departmental members will be the examiners. 

The final-end of semester exam will be an approved research proposal. The student will be considered passed if the research proposal is approved by the IRB. The examination mark awarded will depend on the recommendation of the IRB. For example “passed with minor corrections” or “Major corrections to made”   

Comments: In the event that the proposal in rejected by the IRB. The student will be given another chance to develop and present another proposal as long as it is within the semester. However, if the student is unable to write another proposal within the 1st semester she/he may be allowed to develop and have it approved in semester II. Thereafter it will be considered as retake.    

In case the trainee is unable to have an approved proposal by the end of the semester after having obtained departmental approval and having submitted his or her proposal in accordance to objective 6 this will be considered as delayed approval. The student will be allowed normal progression provided the proposal is finally approved by the SBS IRB. 

