PAT 8502
MORBID ANATOMY, DIAGNOSTIC HISTOPATHOLOGY AND CYTOLOGY 

Objectives:
This course aims at giving students skills in morbid anatomy, diagnostic histopathology and cytology.

By the end of the course students should be able to:

Describe and measure a gross specimen accurately and succinctly.

Ink or otherwise mark resection margin.

Select appropriate blocks to show lesions in relevant planes of sections including using protocols for minimum data sets where relevant.

Request special processing e.g. decalcification, rapid processing, frozen sections.

Handle different types of specimen appropriately according to the degree of clinical surgery.

Recognize the difference between histological normal and abnormal tissue.

Accurately describe the microscopic appearance and differentiate the important from the unimportant.

Recognize common pathological conditions e.g. tumors and inflammatory processes.

Use suitable diagnostic approach to more difficult cases.

Write a clinically useful report on straightforward cases.

Fully check and correct the final typed reports.

Diagnostic Histopathology

Training in the performance of the examination, description and macroscopic sampling of surgical and biopsy specimen (the cut-up).

Supervised performance of regular cut-ups on a rota which enables the SHO to experience all the variety of specimens submitted to the department.

Supervised reporting of surgical and biopsy specimens starting with small numbers of simple cases and working up to more complex ones across the range of types of specimens submitted to the department.

This must include the use of double or multiheaded microscopes so that trainees and supervisors can observe the histological sections simultaneously and discuss the findings.

Practice in writing histopathology reports including advice on their content and composition.

Autopsies

Training in the performance and reporting of an autopsy.

Supervised performance and reporting of audit autopsies including basic examination of all body systems, histological sampling and reporting and formulating the causes of death.

Observation of and participation in foetal and perinatal autopsies.

Cytopathology

Objective: An introduction to the principles of cytology including the methods of collection and preparation of adequate specimen for both cervical screening and diagnostic cytopathology.

Supervise reporting of diagnostic cytopathology slides.  This shall also include the use of double or multiheaded microscopes so that the trainee and supervisor can observe slides simultaneously and discuss the appearances.

Skills to be acquired by the end of the course:

In the postmortem room: the trainee should be able to:

Carry out a normal full evisceration.

Dissect the internal organs.

Describe the appearance accurately and succinctly.

Ensure that special dissections are made in clinical circumstances.

Interpret the findings in the light of the clinical information available.

Present the findings to clinicians either immediately or later at a clinico-pathological conference.

Write a final gross and microscopic report with suitable summaries.

In Cytopathology: the trainee should be able to carry out primary screening of any smear, in cervical smears and he should recognize the following:

A normal cervical smear including cyclical and post menopausal variation.

Typical appearance of common infection of cervical smears (Candida, trichomones human papilloma virus and herpes viruses).

The Bethesda system and typical examples of HSIL, LSIL, ASUUS, ASC-H.

Malignant endometrial cells.

The difference between normal cells in common diagnostic cytology specimens (breast fine needle aspiration (FNA) sputum, bronchial brushings.

Serous fluid, urine and typical examples of malignancy.

Should be able to prepare for FNA, carry out the procedures prepare and stain the slide for hot pap and diff-quick.

