PAT 8503: Dissertation Defence  
Objectives: At the end of the course, the trainee is expected to be able to 

1. To submit a thesis for examination in accordance to the Makerere University recommendations. 

2. Present, discuss and explain concepts pertaining to the study area during an oral examination which will called dissertation defense 

3. Make a brief and comprehensive 15 minute-report on the study topic including background study objectives, materials and methods, results, conclusions and recommendations.

4. To discuss the results in relation to other studies carried in the area as well as the translational relevance of his/her during the oral examination

Content: The course will focus on art of data collection, data analysis, interpretation and scientific writing as well as presentation of the obtained information in a sequential and chronological manner. The purpose of this course is to equip trainee pathologists with skills in performing scientific research and presenting the findings for the targeted audience. The course will expose the student to the art and science of doing research. In addition, the purpose of this course will be to assess whether the trainee is able to determine the translational relevance of his or her study topic or area.  

The dissertation defense shall be a closed session of not less than 60 minutes in total carried under panel of examiners who will be specialists in the area including but not limited to the external examiner and internal examiners 

