PRACTICAL SKILLS IN FOREST RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND GIS

Course Code: FOM 2301

Credit Units: 5 CU

Contact Hours: 75

Course Description 
The course exposes the students to the practical skills in forest resource inventory and get hands on experience in using various tools and equipment used in forest inventory. The tools emphasised include the conventional and GIS-based equipment

Objectives

· To enable students undertake practical work and apply appropriate inventory and research methods to collect, analyse and present data 

Learning Outcomes

· Students should be able to conduct a thorough forest resource inventory 
Course Outline 

· Inventory planning (30 PH) 

· Tree and stand parameter measurements for Natural Forests (60PH)

· Tree and stand parameter measurements for Plantation Forests (60PH)

· Assessment of NTFP and NWFP , and forest fauna (60 PH)

· Use of GPS in forest inventory (60PH)

· Inventory data management; volume estimation; biomass computation ( 30PH)

Mode of delivery: 

Recess Term Practicals: 300 PH

Field data gathering under the supervision of experienced forester/Faculty staff 

Mode of assessment

· On-site field evaluation of competence in use of equipment = 20%
· Attendance and participation in the field = 20%
· Field report = 60%
Basic Reading List 

Malimbwi R.E. 1997. Fundamentals of Forest Mensuration:  A compendium.

Philip, M.S. 1994. Measuring Trees and Forests. Second Edition. CAB International. Recess Term Field Guide Manual.

Trygve Refsdal (1999). Lecture Notes on Forest Management Planning for Uganda-A Compendium. Makerere University, Department of Forestry Uganda.

