PRACTICALS IN SILVICULTURE

Course Code: FBM 2302


Credit Units: 3 CU

Contact Hours: 45

Course Description 

The course exposes students to practical skills in methods of establishing and verifying sustainable silvicultural systems Students acquire practical skills in plant recruitment methods both in plantations and natural forests, use natural forest harvesting infrastructure and tools, and will be exposed to selective logging and clear felling. 

Objectives

· To understand methods of establishing and verifying sustainable silvicultural systems in natural forests

· To design and use natural forest harvesting infrastructure and tools

· To compare importance of  selective logging and clear felling

· To understand the importance of forest gaps in natural forests. 

· Equip learners with knowledge and skills for profitable management of forest plantations

· Enable learners appreciate the importance of silvicultural practices for forest enterprise development

Learning Outcomes

Students should be able to: 

· design and use natural forest harvesting infrastructure and tools
· Carry out selective logging and clear felling 
· Identify, classify, measure and manage forest gaps
· Use silvicultural practices  in forest enterprise development
Course Outline 

Practical in Silviculture(180PH)

Mode of delivery: 

Field data collections under the supervision of experienced forester/Faculty staff (180 PH)

Mode of assessment

· On-site field evaluation of competence in data collection= 20%
· Attendance and participation in the field = 20%; Weekly field report = 60%
Basic Reading List 

Principles of Silviculture.  Silviculture and Management of Teak Baker, F. S. 1979 Vedams Books International, New Delhi. 

The practice of silviculture (8th Edition) David M. Smith (1986). John Willy & Sons New York

The Practice of Silviculture: Applied Forest Ecology by Bruce C. Larson, Matthew J. Kelty, P. Mark S. Ashton, and David M. Smith (Paperback -1996) 

